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Washington — Whan of | iz rayer 


IT has been said that man’s extremity is 
God’s opportunity. If that be true, God 
certainly had His opportunity at Valley 
Forge with the motley contingent of Con- 
tinentals in the winter of 1777-1778. 


The Continental Army—if indeed it 
could be called an army at all—small in 
numbers, poorly trained, ill-equipped, ill- 
clad, sick and hungry faced the bleakness 
of a long winter. Perhaps there was but 
one thing which made it an army at all— 
its inspiring leader, George Washington. 


Facing the deprivations and difficulties 
which confronted his troops, Washington 
betook himself to prayer. His praying at 
Valley Forge has now become an Ameri- 
can tradition. Artists have put it on can- 
vas, paper and in bronze. The work of 
one of them is shown on our cover photo. 
It is of a bronze plaque on the U.S. Sub- 
treasury Building, Wall Street, New York 
City. 


Of all God’s creatures, man alone has 
the unique privilege of prayer. Many 
before and since Washington have neg- 
lected the privilege, but Washington un- 
doubtedly exercised this privilege in his 
previous personal life. As a “man _ of 
prayer, he naturally turned to prayer and 
found strength for the day in his times of 
extremity. 


How is our manhood, measured in terms 
of our use of the privilege of prayer? Are 
we too busy to pray? Do we look up only 
when we lie flat on our backs? 


Lent is here. Let’s re-arrange our daily 
routines to make room for more prayer— 
both private and group. Our church helps 
us to do this. It provides us with special 
seasonal devotional aids, and it affords the 
opportunity for added worship at church. 
Let’s increase in our manhood this Lent. 
Let’s use what the church provides so 
freely. 
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Youth Share 


In 


International Reconstruction 


Words cannot tell the joy that Czechoslovakian youth 
experienced this summer as they went to their church 
youth camps which had been closed since the beginning 
of the war in 1939. The camps of the Slovak Lutherans 
had been occupied alternately by three armies—The 
Slovak, the German, the Russian, then the Slovak again. 
Damage to property and furnishings was considerable. 
The camp of the Evangelical Church of the Czech 
Brethren had been occupied by Hitler youth and had also 
fared badly. But because American church people sent 
funds, the Czechoslovakian churches have been enabled 
to repair their camps with money from the Geneva head- 
quarters of the World Council of Churches. 

Connie White, an American who served in the Czech 
Brethren camp for two weeks, described the enthusiasm 
of the children. She said that “pipestem” legs warned that 
an outdoor life like this was necessary lest the children 
join the 50 per cent of children under twelve in Czecho- 
slovakia who have tuberculosis. She said it would be a 
long time before the children, after eight years of stubborn 
childhood, could play as skillfully as they had learned for 
years to evade and destroy. Nevertheless, they played 
volleyball, basketball, and ping pong with vigor, and a 
sprained ankle was a glorious battle scar. Because Connie 
represented giving churches abroad, they asked her to 
light the fire in the reconstructed lodge during a ceremony 
in memory of the supervisor of the camp who had been 
murdered by the Nazis. 

Young people in America who give through their church 
to the reconstruction program of Lutheran World Action 
are helping the youth of Europe with food and clothes, 
and with buildings, books and money to carty on their 
Christian youth programs. 

In Germany this summer the Protestant relief agency 
called Hilfswerk had camps for nearly 50,000 children. 
Hungry children in dingy cellars in the cities went to the 
country for a camp with fresh air, good food and Chris- 
tian leadership. Many of these children have known of 
no other camp before except the Hitler youth. Funds 
provided by Lutheran World Action helped to buy sup- 
plemental food for these camps. 

For many of the children it was the first time they had 
known what it means to have enough to eat. Cocoa, white 
bread, milk (powdered), eggs (powdered), meat, crackers 
were strange new sights to most of the children. It took 
ten days for them to get over the pangs of hunger, and to 
show signs of real pep. Leaders of the camp are enthusi- 


Two 


By Paul Bock 


astic about the possibility for Christian influence. With 
food on the table provided by fellow Christians abroad, 
there is real meaning in the words, “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” ; 

In France, the youth organization known as Cimade, 
famous for its work among refugees, has a varied program 
involving much youth work. In Paris and elsewhere they 
give relief supplies and help to homeless people. Among 
them are many refugees from Germany and central 
European countries, as well as a great number of Spanish 
exiles. There is a remarkable international aspect about 
their work. Young people from several countries work in 
teams in fifteen “foyers” or social service centers in various 
destroyed cities. 

A number of Christian student work projects have 
recently been given a boost. In Budapest, Hungry, where 
most of the fifty student homes and dormitories were 
ruined by war, students are sleeping in railroad stations, 
or anywhere they can lay their heads. Recently the inter- 
denominational reconstruction committee in Hungary asked 
for money to buy a student home, which would provide 
lodging and also promote a Christian atmosphere in the 
home for scattered students. The Reconstruction Com- 
mittee of the World Council of Churches pledged support 
to the project on condition that funds came from America. 

The German committee asked for six wooden army bar- 
racks for student centers. They will use two in each of 
three places for student Christian meetings, provision of 
noon lunches, etc. Already the World Council has given 
120 such Swiss army barracks to the various countries of 
Europe mostly for churches in destroyed areas, but also 
for social service centers for Cimade. 

A special concern of ecumenical leaders has been the 
training of theological students. Many small libraries of 
theological books have been sent to various seminaries, to 
students and pastors in Europe, and money also has been 
provided for scholarships for them in European and 
American seminaries. 

One of the many examples of requests that come to the 
Geneva scholarship committee is the following: A Dutch 
youth forced into hiding during the war for his part in 
the resistance, found during that time a deep sense of the 
spiritual meaning of the world. Because he had a keen 
intellect, school authorities had earlier pushed him on 
through secondary school, even though his original inten- 
tions were to be a farmer. While he worked during the 
Nazi occupation on one farm after another disguised as a 
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farm laborer, he felt his call to help meet the spiritual 
need of an un-Christian world. He started to study imme- 
_ diately after the liberation, working part-time to support 
himself and his studies. His Roman Catholic family gave 
no help. Near the completion of his studies, he has ex- 
hausted his funds and has asked for scholarship help to 
push him over the top. He is one of 26 European students 
who sailed to America on the Marine Tiger this past 
summer in order to study in an American seminary. 

In many children’s homes in Austria, Germany, and 
elsewhere children of refugees and other people are taken 
for a six weeks’ period of a “build-up” where food and 
clothes from Sweden, Switzerland and the warehouses of 
Lutheran World Relief and Church World Service relieve 
hunger pangs, warm bodies, and kindle a new spark of 
joy and hope. An example is an old castle—Runkel—near 
Wiesbaden, Germany, which has been fixed over into such 
a home. Now little boys scamper about the aged castle so 
full of romantic history of “days of old when knights 
were bold.” 

The German Hilfswerk organization reaches out into all 
kinds of activity. Near Frankfurt they have begun a self- 
governing boys’ town for homeless boys on the streets and 
in the blackmarket racket. With food from the relief center 
and tents from the American army, these boys live together 
under the guidance of capable Protestant youth workers. 
They work in various projects including the building of a 
village of mud-brick houses for refugees from the East. 
Frequently they play ball with the Military Police who 
help sponsor the camp, thus coming into a friendly and 
altogether different relationship with them than they had 
during blackmarket activity. 

Despite all that is under way to aid youth in Europe, it 
is merely a step in the direction of fulfilling a great need 
in all the countries. This illustration and statement by a 
Hilfswerk official will point up the situation. 

“Frankfurt, railway station, just after midnight. The last 
train has arrived and another 1000 people rush to find 
shelter for the night. But the huge waiting rooms are 
already over-crowded and hundreds are lying on the floor 
in the great central hall which has no roof. In one of the 
corners are five or six youngsters, smoking American cigar- 
ettes, black marketers. Two girls join them. A dirty joke 
makes the whole group shout with laughter. There are 
many such homeless and hopeless youths wandering about 


Right 

French boys playing 
games in a foyer for refu- 
gees provided by CIMADE 
at Dunkirk, France. 


Left 

Czecho-slovak church 
leaders survey with satis- 
faction their reconstructed 
youth camp, made possi- 
ble with gifts from Amer- 
ica. Inscription on the 
cabin translated means, 
“Cabin of the Courageous 
Faith.” Church youth 
camps were run last sum- 
mer for the first time in 
eight years. 
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in Germany. You can see them in every train. 

“I approach them, but they are suspicious of the police 
or the public welfare. Only one of them seems to be more 
approachable. He leaves the group and tells me his story. 
He was sixteen years of age, when he was ordered to take 
part in the defense of the Silesian town Sorau against the 
advancing enemy. Soon wounded, he was transferred to 
a hospital in western Germany, where he became a P. W. 
of the Americans. After his release, he crossed illegally 
the ‘frontier’ into the Russian zone to look for his family. 
In Gorlitz he heard that his father fell in the last days of 
the war as ‘Volkssturmmann. His mother joined a trek of 
refugees with her other children. But there was now no 
trace of her. So he walked back to Stuttgart where an aunt 
of his lived, only to learn that she had been bombed out. 
Nobody knows if she is still alive. So on to Regensburg to 
find other relations of his mother. The same story. On to 
Munich. There, without any ration card, he made friends 
with two other boys of a similar fate. Since then they had 
traveled together from town to town. What had they 
lived on? ‘Please don’t ask me!’ 

“I took him into a home, which the German Church 
was able to found and run with the help of the American 
churches. So one was saved, one out of thousands. But 
still the road is full of neglected, homeless, demoralized 
youth. 

“Please, please American friends, American Christians, 
help us so that we can help them.” 


German boys sing- 


ing in front of the hos- 
tel in the evening at 
the Hilfswerk youth 
camp. 
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Break, break, break, 

On thy cold gray stones, O Sea! 

And I would that my tongue could utter 
The thoughts that arise in me. 


These words race through my mind as 
I sit here, now, in my small office in 
Trinity Cathedral, trying to put the 
thought-pictures of my story together. 
Looking out of my window across the 
yard to a newly-dug grave, I feel a close 
relationship with Alfred Tennyson, who 
wrote the above verse upon the death 
of a beloved friend. Now, the thoughts 
are arranging themselves—let’s see, it all 
began on a gloomy, Sunday afternoon a 
week ago. 

Maddening torrents of rain swept fit- 
fully along a dimly-lighted street on the 
east side of a small mining town in 
southern Ohio. Only several, far-spaced 
street. lights offered any assistance to 
passing strangers. So it was, on this 
afternoon that a shadowy form, aided by 
the glow from the street lights, sought 
relief from the frenzied rain in a cheap, 
out-of-the-way eating place. 

Inside the smoke-filled restaurant, 
grimy figures huddled over a stained 
counter as they gulped greasy ham- 
burgers and washed them down with a 
cup of cold, flavorless, morning-coffee. 
In one corner of the room a group of 
noisy, young hoodlums matched pennies 
while in the back part of the restaurant 
lolled a bunch of. down-and-out bums. 
Above. the counter on a tiny, over- 
hanging ledge, a small radio could be 
faintly heard above the numerous restau- 
rant noises. 

No one took particular notice of the 
tall, stoop-shouldered fellow who had 
just come in out of the rain and slumped 
down on an end stool. After they 
glanced at his wrinkled clothes and un- 
shaven beard, the people in the restau- 
rant considered him just another bum 
like the rest of them—just another guy 
“outta chips.” As he sat there Kevin 
Green, a World War II technical ser- 
geant, gingerly fingered a green crum- 
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pled piece of paper—the last dollar of 
his discharge pay. When the waitress 
took his order, Kevin asked for two ham- 
burgers and a cup of coffee. This order 
was somewhat of a splurge, but what dif- 
ference, Kevin had asked himself, did it 
make if he starved tomorrow or the 
next day. 

Kevin had had that feeling for several 
days. Nobody cared whether you were 
an ex-sergeant of the toughest branch of 
the army, nobody cared that you left 
your right leg in Normandy, or that you 
were a Congressional Medal of Honor 
winner. No, the flag-waving is over now, 
and the veteran stands alone. These 
angry thoughts raced through Kevin’s 
head as he munched the tasteless, dried- 
out food the waitress had served him. A 
program-change on the radio brought 
him out of his reverie. The beautiful 
church hymn, “O God Our Help in Ages 
Past,” tenderly sounded forth from the 
little black box on the wall. This hymn, 
which Kevin knew well, was the theme- 
song for the weekly program the “Church 
Hour.” Had not the men at the counter 
gone over to enjoy a heated argument 
emerging from one of the back booths 
that station would have been turned off 
immediately. The men in that room 
were not the kind who would be found 
listening to a church program or, even 
less probably be found in a church. 
Kevin, himself, would have asked to 
have the program changed had it not 
been for the fact that all the waitresses 
had taken this opportunity, during the 
brawl, to rest their weary feet for a few 
moments, 

During his childhood, Kevin had lived 
with a seemingly pious but hypocritical 
aunt who bellowed praises to God in 
one breath while in the next she cursed 
her erring husband for not going out and 
finding a decent job. Old Jake, her hus- 
band, had suffered a stroke and could 
not do accounting anymore, because of 
the pressure it created on his brain; con- 
sequently, he had to take a janitor’s job. 
Now, a decent job to Aunt Martha was 
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By Norma Reiger 
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the one that paid the highest salary. 
Therefore, when Jake had to take the cut 
in salary, Martha continually bickered 
with him to find something better. As 
far back as Kevin could remember, Aunt 
Martha had the habit of sniffing when 
something displeased her. Sometimes, if 
she had read a particularly stirring arti- 
cle on the latest disease in a pseudo- 
medical book, she would sniff constantly 
for three or four days, lamenting the 
fact that no one took pity on her when 
sheg knew that she had just what the 
book described. These episodes and the 
fact that week after week he was forci- 
bly dragged to church to listen to a 
screaming fanatic sentence to “hell eter- 
nal” all persons who would not repent, 
made Kevin turn against Aunt Martha 
and the church. 

However, as he sat there and listened 
to the quiet, authoritative voice of the 
minister on the radio, Kevin wondered 
just what kind of preaching that was. 
It was not the constant blaring and fist 
pounding that he associated with a 
church service. The sermon seemed to 
be more like a conference. The minister 
was mildly proposing, “If we should ask 
ourselves, Is the fuel there with the wick 
low? we would have the foundation 
stone for the true beginning. For you 
and I both know from the stirring verse 
of scripture, Saint Matthew 5:14, that 
we have the essence -of the masterful. 
Therefore, is it possible that only our 
wicks are low? Or could it be that the 
wick, which runs through the candle of 
our lives, has been completely destroyed 
and only a white, inanimate piece of tal- 
low stands in its stead?” Kevin, eyes 
glued upon the insignificant radio, lis- 
tened with rapt attention to the vague, 
arresting words spoken by the minister. 

A few minutes later the quarrel broke 
up and the men sauntered to their stools. 
The waitresses, too, grumblingly idled 
into their- old routines. It became im- 
possible for Kevin to hear the rest of 
the program, so wishing to be alone, he 
quickly got up, paid his bill, and left. 
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As he stepped outside the restaurant, 
he found that the autumn moon shone 
_ between the burnished and _ still wet 
leaves of the solemn maple trees. It was 
funny—Kevin had thought to himself— 
funny how fresh the crisp, autumn air 
smelled as it struck his nostrils, how the 
pale yellow moon flowed gently across 
the gray-tinged evening sky. Had it al- 
ways looked this way? he questioned 
himself. Then that scripture reference— 
what was it, Matthew 5:14?—and that 
peculiar talk about a wickless candle 
came back into his consciousness. With 
these thoughts, Kevin had vanished into 
the deepening dusk. 
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It was an ugly sight—the Sternville 
Coal Mine. 

The afternoon storm had beaten the 
black, smudgy coal-dirt into a mass of 
huge, low-hanging clouds which formed 
themselves into an obscure overcast. 

Becky Stern, pretty, tow-headed, six- 
year-old daughter of John Stern, owner 
of the mine, had braved the weather to 
go and tell her father that an important 
guest, Mr. A. J. Williams, stock owner, 
wanted to see him. Her father often 
went to the tunnel on Sunday afternoon 
to see that everything was all right. 
Some townsfolk said this was the only 
precaution for his mine that the old 
miser ever took. 

John Stern was hated both by the men 
who labored for him and by the wives, 
mothers, and children of these workers. 
He used no safety devices whatsoever in 
the mine. If a worker “happened” to 
plunge into an open elevator shaft in 
the darkness, or be trapped by falling 
coal, John Stern considered it an unfor- 
' tunate accident and a paltry $50—hardly 
enough to bury the body—was sent to his 
relatives for compensation. That word— 
compensation—leit an ominous tremor on 
the lips of the townspeople. 

As she trudged along in the late after- 
noon darkness, Becky made out various 
familiar shapes at the mine: the empty 
coal cars, and the heavy steel girders. 
“Father will most likely be in the new 
shaft,” Becky reasoned with herself. 
When she remembered her mother’s 
stern command, “hurry and fetch your 
father,” Becky quickened her pace. It 
was hard for the young girl to tell ex- 
actly where the new mine was located 
for several reasons: Becky had not seen 
this new shaft before, and the sweeping 
rain had made everything very indis- 
tinct. 

As a consequence—maybe it was this 
indistinctness or that last gust of wind 
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and rain Becky turned her head for a 
split second. Then something happened. 
In what seemed like a century of seconds 
it was over. There was a long, drawn- 
out cry of surprise that echoed into in- 
definiteness; and the sickening thud of a 
young girl's body as it smashed against 
an unprotected cable in the elevator 
shaft. To be sure there had not been a 
guard railing around the newly-built 
shaft, nor any of the other shafts for that 
matter—such precautions were too much 
of an extravagance for John Stern, The 
elevator into which Becky fell had been 
neither at the bottom nor at the top of 
the newly-dug shaft—no, it was charac- 
teristic of John Stern to lower the eleva- 
tor a little from the top of the shaft so 
that no one could come into the shaft 
without first calling him. Yes, it was 
quite a quirk, for even then John Stern’s 
daughter — the golden-haired child he 
idolized—lay in the trap that he had un- 
knowingly set. 


The story we print this month is 
the short story which won second 
prize ($60) in the Porch Short Story 
Contest of Wittenberg College, 
Springfield, Ohio, 1946-1947. 

All that the editor knows of Miss 
Norma Reiger, winner of second 
place in the contest, is that she was 
a student at Wittenberg College in 
the session of 1946-1947 when she 
submitted her story and won the 
award, June commencement, 1947. 

The pages of The Luther League 
Review will be open to aspiring 
young writers in the colleges of the 
U.L.C.A. again in 1948. Will your 
school be represented in the next 
series? 


As it happened, John Stern was in the 
far end of the tunnel fixing one of the 
steel rails on the inter-railway—the one 
luxury he had allowed the men. Since 
the new mine, in which Stern was work- 
ing, was 200 yards long and he was in 
the far end of it, he didn’t hear Becky's 
anguished cry of terror. After he satis- 
fied himself that it was the best job he 
could do, Stern took off his coveralls, 
picked up his lantern, and started toward 
the entrance of the shaft. When he 
reached the entrance, he lowered the 
flimsy, temporary hand-elevator. As he 
stood there, he muttered to himself that 
the elevator seemed heavier than usual. 
Had he put any coal on it? No, he as- 
sured himself he hadn’t. When the ele- 
vator came to the bottom, John Stern 
froze statuelike as the beam of light 
from his lantern fell upon, the blood- 
spattered form of his wee daughter. Her 
head had been severely gashed, and the 


radiant sunlike ringlets on her forehead 
were matted with bright red blood. Sec- 
onds passed before reasoning power re- 
turned to John Stern. Then he surmised 
what had happened—Becky had come to 
get him and in the darkness of the low- 
hanging clouds of coal dust she had not 
seen the new shaft and had plunged 
head-on into it. “God,” he moaned 
softly, gaping at the motionless figure, 
“What have I done’? 

Fifteen minutes later, John Stern stum- 
bled blindly through the swaying doors 
of an obsolete hospital with his daugh- 
ter’s crumpled form in his arms. The 
hospital was large enough to accommo- 
date only a few patients. The surgical 
instruments were pitifully scarce, for no 
one had the necessary money for financ- 
ing a more modern hospital. That is— 
no one except John Stern, and he con- 
sidered it a needless expense. Many 
times he had been heard to retort, “If a 
miner does not have sense enough to 
watch his step, then he will have to take 
the consequences.” It had been only 
after all the miners had threatened to 
leave town unless Stern provided a hos- 
pital that Stern finally consented to build 
this make-shift affair to which he now 
carried his idolized daughter. 

The doctor Stern had engaged was 
quite deft in his profession, but more 
often than not, the doctor’s altruistic na- 
ture was overcome by his incessant de- 
sire for liquor. Therefore, he could not 
hold a respectable position for any 
length of time. 

There had been an epidemic of scar- 
let fever in the town and the doctor was 
overworked. The strain of it had left 
him quite exhausted. When Stern en- 
tered the room, the doctor arose from 
a patient's bed on which he had been 
lying. He quickly sensed the seriousness 
of the child’s condition and had her 
father lay her on the bed. Breathlessly 
he listened to the little girl’s weakened 
pulse. After he tested her blood type, the 
doctor knew that—somehow, somewhere 
during the next 24 hours he had to get 
some type O-blood if the child were to 
live. 
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After he left the restaurant, Kevin 
strolled down the quickly - darkening 
street, unaware of the events that had 
taken place in another part of the city. 
The church radio program lingered in his 
mind. Passing a church where people 
were coming out after a service, he took 
new notice of the people and the place. 
He had the impulse to enter, but he was 
hesitant and so passed slowly by. 

(To Be Concluded in the Next Issue) 
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More Churches Where Needed 


By H. Conrad Hoyer 


In America 


More Churches where needed in Amer- 
ica! Yes, indeed! More churches are 
needed in America, because the popula- 
tion of our country is increasing by one 
million a year, because people are con- 
stantly moving from one place to an- 
other, because new communities are rap- 
idly developing, and because many older 
communities are seriously unchurched. 
The task of planning and planting more 
churches in America is called American 
Missions. 

We have been inclined to feel that 
ours was a Christian country. It is sur- 
prising then to note from the map that 
ten states in our country have more than 
70% of their population outside the mem- 
bership of any church, and that fifteen 
states have less than 40% of their people 
counted among the churched population. 
In the rural sections of the state of 
Washington only one person in ten be- 
longs to any church. This indicates that 
much still needs to be done in our own 
country if we are to follow Christ’s com- 
mand to bring the Gospel to the whole 
world (including our own people), and 
if we feel the responsibility to share our 
Gospel treasure with those in our own 
country who do not have it now. 


Six 


“More Churches Where Needed in 
America.” Many communities have 
plenty of churches. The unchurched in 
those communities become the responsi- 
bility of the churches already established. 
Reaching and winning them might well 
be a real project for the Luther League. 
We are concerned now with new 
churches where needed. 


The Church Goes to Southwood 


Let us suppose there is a new com- 
munity just four miles beyond Your 
Town. Let us call this community 
“Southwood.” Some of the people from 
your church have already bought homes 
there. They find it inconvenient to drive 
to your church every Sunday. Then, too, 
they are aware of many of their neigh- 
bors who do not go to church at all be- 
cause there is no church at hand. Your 
members invite them to your church, but 
few respond. It is too far, they say. One 
of your members mentions the matter to 
your pastor, and he becomes interested 
in Southwood as a possible new mission 
field. He discusses the situation with the 
church council and the council concurs 
that Southwood should be brought to 
the attention of the Synodical mission 


UNITED STATES 


PERCENTAGE OF 
UNCHURCHED POPULATION. 


superintendent. The mission superin- 
tendent visits Southwood. He considers 
it a possible field for a new church, and 
he, therefore, “clears” the field with the 
Lutheran Regional Home Mission Com- 
mittee serving your state. 

Through the Lutheran Regional Home 
Mission Committee your church co-oper- 
ates with the other Lutheran churches in 
the National Lutheran Council in the 
planning and planting of new missions so 
as to avoid the duplication of work among 
Lutheran churches, so that we can get 
the new churches where needed in Amer- 
ica. When the Regional Committee meets, 
the request for this new mission field is 
considered. Your mission superintendent 
describes it to the committee. He gives 
its population, its prospects for future 
growth, its location in relation to other 
near-by churches. If no other church rep- 
resented in the committee has asked for 
the same field, and if the new work in 
Southwood does not directly overlap 
with the work of a near-by Lutheran 
church, approval is given. In the United 
Lutheran Church the proper synodical 
home mission superintendent then pro- 
ceeds to survey the field with a detailed 
house-to-house survey. If the survey 
showed good possibilities for a new 
church, the Board of American Missions 
will call a pastor and work is started. 
Sunday School and worship services may 
possibly be held in the home of the pas- 
tor, or in the home of some Lutheran 
from your congregation, or in a commu- 
nity building, at first. When enough in- 
terested people have been gathered to- 
gether so that they can organize a con- 
gregation with fifty charter members, a 
congregation is organized. A lot for a 
church building is secured and plans are 
made for the erection of a mission 
church, 

Not all new mission fields are dis- 
covered as Southwood was found. Many 
new communities are far away from es- 
tablished churches and church people 
would not know about them readily. The 
mission superintendent, of course, is al- 
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ways on the alert for information about 
possible new fields, and at the meetings 
of the Regional Home Mission Commit- 
tees, representatives from all of the 
bodies in the National Lutheran Council 
discuss information about new commu- 
nities, and also discuss the possible need 
for Lutheran churches in those sections 
of the state where the Lutheran church 
is not now strong, The possible fields 
are then assigned to the different mis- 
sion boards for further investigation. 

Whether the field for a new church is 
brought to the attention of the mission 
superintendent by the local pastor as was 
Southwood, or it is discovered by the 
superintendent on the basis of his own 
investigation, or it is called to his atten- 
tion by the Region Home Mission Com- 
mittee, we should note that before the 
mission is started the field is “cleared” 
to make sure that the new mission is not 
set up in competition with a sister Lu- 
theran church. We should note too, that 
the field is thoroughly investigated, to 
make sure that a new church is really 
needed. 

Mission superintendents and mission 
committees are always on the alert for 
information about new fields where 
churches are needed. Each Regional 
Committee gives special attention to this 
matter at least once a year, and the mis- 
sion leaders of the churches in the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council work together 
through the Division of American Mis- 
sions to have first-hand information con- 
cerning new needs and new develop- 
ments. 


People on the Move 


Another aspect of American Missions 
arises out of the fact that America is on 
the move. The shifting of populations 
has presented a real problem during 
these last years. The fact is, of course, 
that America has always been on the 
move and though present migration of 
peoples has been the largest, it is only 
one of many in our history. Sociologists 
are asking if we will always be a nation 
without deep roots, continuing in the 
trend of frequent mass movements. 

Many of those who move leave the old 
church behind but are careless about 
finding a church in the new community. 
In order to prevent too great losses 
through the shifting of populations, our 
Lutheran Church must now establish 
churches in many communities where we 
had none before, to serve our people 
moving into those sections. This is spe- 
cially true in the South, the Southwest, 
and the West Coast. A system of mem- 
bership Transfer and Referral has been 
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When the friendly surveyor finds an unchurched Lutheran family or one that 
expresses a Lutheran preference, he is sure to ask, “Would you not like to share 
in the establishment of a Lutheran church in this community?” 


set up in the United Lutheran Church 
and in the other church bodies of the 
National Lutheraf&i’ Council so that we 
can know where our people are going, 
and so that we can refer those who move 
to churches in their new communities. 
As soon as your pastor learns that a 
family or a member of your congregation 
is moving to another city, he inquires 
where the new home will be, and then 
he sends the name and the new address, 
together with other information about 
the church member, to the Membership 
Transfer Department of the United Lu- 
theran Church. This department in turn 
relays the name of the pastor in the new 
neighborhood. The pastor in the new 
neighborhood calls on the people, invites 
them to worship in the church, and in- 
vites them to transfer their membership 
to his church when they are settled. The 
new pastor then reports his results of 
the contact with these new people. In 
this way, the Church follows those who 
move. Keeping members within the fold 


of the Church is surely one phase of the 
Church’s new home mission challenge. 


A Church Sometimes Moves 


Because of the rapid shifting of popu- 
lation in our larger cities, the older con- 
gregations often find that their members 
have moved into newer sections of the 
city, miles away from the church. When 
the church building is old, and there- 
fore, the congregation decides to build 
a new building, it often prefers to erect 
the new building in one of the newer 
and nicer sections of the city. We speak 
of the congregation then as “relocating.” 
Congregations that relocate “clear” the 
site for their new location through the 
Regional Home Mission Committee in 
order that churches might be strategi- 
cally placed throughout the city—yes, so 
that the new church might be built 
where a church is “needed.” Building 
the new church within a block or two 
of another Lutheran church would obvi- 
ously seem impractical. 
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Hearts and Flowers 


I love you, first, because I do, 
Again, because youre sweet and true, 
Three times, because you love me too, 
But most of all 
Because you're You! 


St. Valentine’s Day was originally a day in commemora- 
tion of martyrs (no reference to the marital martyr in- 
tended), whose names were Valentine and for whom 
services were held on February 14th. But along with this 
serious vein a lighter side was given to the day by an 
old Roman custom which made the day a day for exchang- 
ing gifts, gifts especially of a romantic turn. Today this 
latter custom has prevailed so that now St. Valentine’s 
Day is an excellent opportunity for the declaration of love 
and affection, a reminder of those, glorious days when 
first we met the one we love. 


Getting Married 


Getting married is not a difficult task, Millions of | 


couples marry every year. They all want their marriages 
to work. They want to be happy, to remain in love. 
However, an alarming picture has been thrown upon the 
screen. More and more marriages are ending in divorce, 
separation and bitter unhappiness. Bright marriages they 
were too, hopefully started, ending now disastrously. It 
has become cause for worry to many young couples. 

But, on the other hand, there are many, many marriages 
which have no such ending. Theirs is a happy partnership. 
They grow day by day in devotion to each other and fill 
life with such fulness of joy that it seems as if God Himself 
were pouring into their lives more happiness than they 
can receive and hold. These apparently have found a 
secret which others have missed. Their success stands as 
a bright encouraging light for the young couple just mar- 
ried. They, too, can find this happiness because others 
have demonstrated it. The whole world of marriage 
hasn’t gone wrong. There are still more of those who live 
in happiness than those whose marriage ends in break- 
down. And countless numbers of those whose marriage 
ends unhappily could be salvaged if only there were an 
application of “hearts and flowers” and St. Valentine’s 
Day artistry. 

Let's Look at Love! 

We did look at it, you say, before we were even mar- 
ried. Ah! But look at it again, now that you are married. 
Perhaps it is different. Perhaps it will suggest a different 
treatment, changed ideas, new procedure and above all, a 
plan for building your love-life together. When you were 
engaged to be married, you were deliriously happy with 
romantic love. 

This is sweet stuff. It is made of the same material that 
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By Carl V. Tambert 


dreams are made of. It is full of hopes and idealizations, 
and no human being can possibly live up to all these hopes 
and idealizations. It finds its greatest strength among 
those couples who know least about each other. It is 
sweet. It is also quite blind. It is often to young people 
what Santa Claus is to the children. It savors of the make- 
believe. But married love is different. It is the experience 
only of the truly grown-up married pair. 

Statistics advise us romantic love lasts about a year 
or two after marriage. (Some statistician!) Is the honey- 
moon then over? No, it is transformed as a couple gets 
better and better acquainted. Some grow deeply con- 
cerned when they sense the romantic love changing or 
disappearing. They feel that married love is an intruder 
in their happiness, and they hold to romantic love as their 
hope of a permanent marriage. (An illusion) Married 
love is strong and sturdy. It grows as the marriage 
progresses. It is built on companionship. It emerges only 
as two people in love face the realities of life and accept 
each other “as lovable, but human personalities.” It is the 
love that lasts. 

But now that we have built up such an heroic case for 
married love vs. the more immature romantic love, let’s 
upset the whole applecart by saying that married love can 
get stuff-shirted and drab unless it’s peppered with the 
spirit of St. Valentine’s Day, the showing of affection and 
love. I suppose some people can drink a coke in flat 
water, but for my part, I want my coke with fizzing car- 
bonation to it. In my judgment, married love does not 
need to be listless and deadpan. It, too, can have, and 
should have sparkle to it. Do you want yours to be so? 


How Can | Be Sure It Will Last? 

If only we could find a blueprint to send everybody. 
But there is no such print available. There are a few 
suggestions that have always helped and given a real 
degree of assurance. 


1. Do you consciously regard your marriage as being blessed by Jesus? 
We assume that Christian couples will be reviewing this topic so we 
have not gone into any argument regarding the value of Christ in the 
home. We assume that. However, we need their assurance, that for 
every twenty divorces of folk non-Christian, there is but one divorce 
of folk who are Christ's. We should see His blessing here. 


2. Do you devote your life to the happiness of your wife or your husband? 
This asks us to check on whether we are seeking our own happiness 
or our partner's. It also puts a damper on the ambitious wife or 
husband who feels that his or her chief duty in life is to reform the 
other. 

3. Do you think in terms of ''we''—partners in a common cause? Are your 
hopes and wishes held jointly? Are you a part of each other? Is 
your pupose big enough to satisfy the dreams and hopes of both? 
When you plan, do you plan for the future of both, or is one expected 
to sacrifice constantly for the future of the other? 

4. Do you consciously plan to keep love alive, the lover in love? Even a 
love fine enough to pass the three preceding tests can't be expected 


to last a lifetime without some attention. So let's ask ourselves a few 
questions about "hearts and flowers.'' 
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Hearts and Flowers 

By the way, Mister, when did you last send or bring 
your sweetheart-wife a posey or an unexpected gift? Or, 
little Mrs., when was the last time you went out of your 
way to please your hubby with a small gadget? Almost a 
year? That’s bad, you're slipping. Two years? I would 
say in strictest confidence that youre down two. Three 
years or even more? Sir, you're completely out! Especially 
since you came almost every week or two before you were 
married with something for her under your arm. 

There is a pastor who used to slip a little note in the 
marriage booklet he gave to the bride and groom and on 
it he would write, “Remember the date—it’s June the 
10th”. There’s no question about it, keeping love healthy 
has the nature of a campaign about it, carefully planning 
and then carrying them through. 

Some time ago the boys of a catechetical class of 
13-year-olds were asked, “If you were seated in a crowded 
bus and a young girl came in, would you get up and do 
the chivalrous act?” The blast of “no’s” that came forth 
almost pushed the walls of the chapel apart. But then, 
they are children, and we are told that the boys and _ girls 
of that age are most disdainful toward each other. But 
how about young married couples in their early twenties? 

Before they were married, she never even knew he had 
a beard, so carefully did he shave for each date. She 
admired him for his careful grooming. But when he threw 
away his bachelor habits, he must have included his razor, 
especially when he’s seen with his wife. She would never 
sally forth from her boudoir unless she were the perfec- 
tion of beauty and tidiness—now he is fast forgetting what 
she looked like in those moments of ecstasy. Love needs 
to have a plan for keeping alive. 

How about the details of earning a living or keeping a 
house? Shall all these details be fulfilled so completely 
that there is no time left for the other one. An extreme of 
this nature is a false fulfillment of duty. Each couple, of 
course, works out the pattern of affection that works best 
for them and fulfills the reassurance that each of them 
desires. 

Secrets 

There is a young couple who practiced for days learn- 
ing a code for a mind-reading act. Every year they would 
put it on for their Luther League and other organizations. 
They had a secret language. They would never divulge 
the code even to their pastor or parents or nearest friends. 
It was their secret. Many a young couple formulates a 
secret code so that a glance, a smile, a knowing look, a 
gesture, a toss of the head speaks volumes to the one who 
understands and to him or her alone. It can become a 
wonderful experience to have secrets together just as it is 
a devastating experience to keep important secrets from 
each other. But it shouldn’t become like the silent con- 
versations which a certain man observed between a man 
and his wife following a dinner. He looked at her and 
seemed to say, “Come on, old lady, stop talking we have 
to get going.” The reply from her expression wasn’t com- 
plimentary either. 


(Continued on Page 21) 
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LIFE SERVICE 
AND HOME MISSIONS 


By John P. Shannon 


There is a tremendous field of service beckoning to us 
on all sides. You can be a missionary today! Have you 
ever started a church? 

I know a young woman in Minnesota who, one day, 
spoke to some men in the seminary and said, “I spend my 
summers at a lake in the north-woods. There are many 
people living there all through the year. They are poor 
and scattered over much territory. But they have no 
church.” One of those seminarians visited the north-woods 
with the young lady and returned with a conviction that 
he should go to these people. An interested layman in a 
city church furnished a car. The people to be served 
built a chapel. Luther Leaguers provided funds for a 
beautiful art-glass window. Other groups presented fur- 
nishings. Summer visitors were attracted and lent their 
support. 

Today this congregation has added another to its parish. 
God has come to the north-country. Thirty young people 
of Swanburg, Minnesota, now are spreading the word to 
others through their church and the Luther League. 

I know a young man who started a Sunday School in a 
suburban area of Milwaukee. Today there is a flourishing 
congregation there and the young man is serving a home 
mission in another part of his synod, having forsaken his 
secular work and supported his family during three years 
of seminary preparation, under the conviction of his call 
to full-time service. 

The fields are white unto the harvest. Our Pacific coast 
could use fifty pastors today. But we don’t have them 
ready. This picture can be duplicated throughout our land. 

But—every Christian is an evangelist. We believe in the 
universal priesthood of believers. You must help build the 
Kingdom! 

You can help. Call attention to the needs for service 
around you. Start a Sunday School under the guidance 
of your congregation. Participate in your Sunday School’s 
enlistment program. Assist in your congregation’s program 
of evangelism. 

Be a home missionminded layman. Offer yourself to 
the Church as a pastor, deaconess, parishworker. Br 
CurisTIANn! 
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Book-Of-The-Month Club 


Selections for February 


For Intermediates 


“MUSICAL HONORS" 


By Kitty Barne 


Dodd, Mead and Company $2.25 


Betsy is shocked by the first letter they receive from 
her father after he is released from a Jap Prison Camp. 
The letter tells that he is giving up music as a career. 
Music has been in the family on both sides of the 
house for generations. 


Betsy and Goodie, her great grandmother, plan 
together to restore her father’s confidence in music. 
A very casual incident early in the story proves to be 
the key to the situation. 


A very fascinating story about an English family. 


For Seniors and Young People 


“BETTER WAYS OF GROWING UP” 


By J. E. Crawford and L. E. Woodward 


Muhlenberg Press $3.00 


This book speaks to young people. It is directed to 
the mind and heart in a plain manner. It is fascinating 
in its self-analysis tests which pose questions to the 
reader on personal problems, ways of meeting them; 
superstition, my personality, my popularity, my abili- 
ties, and many other interesting subjects. 


Naturally there is a frank discussion of these prob- 
lems with suggestions as to how personal and social 
conflicts may be reduced. You will enjoy this book 
and benefit from it too. 


Bibles for Russia! 


Russian Scriptures are presented 
by the American Bible Society 

to Metropolitan Gregory of 
Leningrad and Novgorod 


Ten thousand copies of the first Rus- 
sian Bible to be published in this coun- 
try, together with 5,000 Russian Testa- 
ments and Psalms, 100,000 Russian Gos- 
pels and 1,000 Greek New Testaments 
were presented recently by Daniel Burke, 
president of the American Bible Society 
to Metropolitan Gregory of Leningrad 
and Novgorod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. Metropolitan Gregory was on a 
special mission in this country at the 
time. 

These copies of the Holy Scriptures 
were a Christmas gift from the American 
Bible Society, to Patriarch Alexei of Mos- 
cow for the churches and people of Rus- 
sia. Metropolitan Gregory very promptly 
cleared the import license for these 
Scriptures, so that it is expected they 
are in Russia by this time and constitute 
a gift from the people of the United 
States through the American Bible So- 
ciety and Patriarch Alexei of Moscow to 
the churches and people of Russia. 

All of these Russian Scriptures are in 
the Holy Synod Version and in the new 
Russian orthography. They have been 
set up and published in the United 
States by the American Bible Society in 
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the past few years to show the good 
will and gratitude of millions of Ameri- 
can Christians to the Russian people for 
their supreme courage and sacrifices in 
the great fight against military aggres- 
sion. The Greek New Testaments will 
be distributed among the theological 
students. 

The Holy Synod Version was first pub- 
lished in 1860 in St. Petersburg by the 
Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church. In 1926 the American Bible 
Society paid for having a Russian Bible 
in the Holy Synod Version set up and 
printed in the Russian Government print- 
ing office at Leningrad. This Bible was 
in the new orthography, but after two 
editions were printed the plates were lost. 

The American Bible Society, however, 
recently set up and published in the 
United States several editions of the Rus- 
sian Gospels and of the Russian New 
Testament and Psalms in the Holy Synod 
Version and in the new orthography. On 
September 13, 1946, a shipment of 5,000 
Russian Testaments and Psalms, 100,000 
Russian Gospels and 500 Nestle’s Greek 
New Testaments was donated through 
Archbishop Alexei Sergeyev of Jaroslavl 


’ From left to right: Archbishop Adam of the Russian Orthodox Church; Metropolitan 
Gregory; Daniel Burke; Dr. Gilbert Darlington, treasurer of the American Bible Society. 
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and Rostoy to Patriarch Alexei of 
Moscow. 

The 10,000 Russian Bibles now being 
donated to Patriarch Alexei of Moscow 
through Metropolitan Gregory are part 
of the first edition of the American Bible 
Society’s new Center Reference Russian 
Bible just off the press. As long as the 
shortages of paper and binding materials 
caused by the war continue, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society considers it a Christian 
privilege and is prepared to continue to 
donate such gifts of copies of the Word 
of God to the churches and people of 
Russia in Russian, Slavonic and in other 
languages. 


JAPANESE BIBLE 
SHIPMENT LARGEST 
EVER PRINTED 


An edition of 150,000 Japanese Bibles 
—the largest ever printed anywhere—has 
been published in New York by the 
American Bible Society. These were 
shipped in time that they would arrive 
in Tokyo before Christmas this year. 

Since no Japanese Bibles have been 
printed in Japan during the past six 
years, the 150,000 volumes are anxiously 
awaited in that country according to re- 
ports from the Japan Bible Society in 
Tokyo. It also said that an unprece- 
dented number of Bible study classes and 
groups have been organized all over the 
nation since the war. 

The new Bibles, the first to be printed 
in the United States, each contain 1,691 
pages. It required 440,000 pounds of 
paper to produce the edition, fifty per 
cent more than that needed to print the 
same number of Bibles in the English 
language. 

The Bible Society said it used more 
paper in this project than it would have 
used to publish all the Bibles it printed 
in various languages in an entire normal 
pre-war year. 


Eleven 


A Heart-y Party 


By Ernestine Sammons Jones 


Suggestions for the Leader 


Invitations: Write the following or 
similar words on red hearts. 


Here’s an invitation 
Right from the heart, 
But beware, we warn, 
Of Cupid’s dart! 


What: A Heart-y Party 
Where: 
When: 


Decorations: Use large red crepe 
paper bows about the room, and large 
hearts cut from red crepe paper and 
tacked to walls or woodwork with pin 
tips or Scotch tape. 

Refreshments: Serve simple refresh- 
ments such as cocoa or coffee and red 
iced cookies, or red Jemonade and sand- 
wiches filled with cream cheese colored 
red, Serve before the singing feature, 
“Songs from the Heart.” 


Heart to Heart Talks 


Each boy is given a heart bearing an 
odd number, each girl a heart bearing 
an even number. The leader starts the 
conversation by calling out, “number 3 
find number 8,” or any combination of 
an even and odd number. All others 
must immediately pair off into couples 
for two minutes conversation. The leader 
calls for another combination, causing all 
couples to change partners for two min- 
utes. This continues for ten minutes. 
Announce that the subjects for conver- 
sation must be as follows: 

1. Should a girl propose 
2. What is the best way to propose 
8. Are blonds or brunettes better 


wives 
4, Should a husband help with 
housework 


5. Where is the best place to go on 
a honeymoon 


Tied Hearts 


A boy and girl stand before the group 
while the leader, talking sentimentally 
about the advisability of the so-called 
“marriage knot” being tied very tight, 
ties the couple in the following manner. 
A piece of rope about two feet long is 
tied from one wrist to the other of the 
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girl, Another two feet of rope is looped 
over the girl’s rope and tied to the boy’s 
wrists. The couple is then told to get 
apart without untying or breaking cord. 
The leader then assures them she will 
help. She suggests that they step through 
the cord, raise hands over head, turn back 
to back, and other maneuvers. When the 
fun is at its height the leader solves the 
puzzle by telling the boy to take the 
upper half of his cord, make a loop 
through the loop that encircles the girl’s 
opposite wrist and draw this loop over 
her hand. 


Leap Year Tactics 

Couples march around room with both 
hands joined as music is played. When 
music stops several extra girls select a 
couple and quickly dart between coming 
up inside to face the man she has chosen. 
She takes his hands and the dispossessed 
girl runs to find another partner before 
the music starts again. Any girl caught 
without a partner when the music starts 
must go into the center of the circle to 
wait for the music to stop which an- 
nounces the next time for partner hunting. 


A Love Story 

Find a short-short love story, or have 
someone write a short melodramatic love 
story. Cut the story up in paragraphs, 
pass them around to the group. The 
leader picks at random one person to 
start reading no matter whether that per- 
son holds a middle or final paragraph. 
When he finishes reading, the person at 
his right reads his paragraph, and so on 
around the group. Urge the readers to 
read dramatically. The more mixed the 
paragraphs are, the more fun. 


Sentimental Hearts 
Have individuals or couples write a 
Valentine verse in a limited time. Then 
ask each to be read before the group. It 
may be determined who wins by ballot- 
ing for the best verse. Award the win- 
ning couple a suitable prize. 


Torn Hearts 
Give each person a half sheet of news- 
paper, or any other paper of similar size. 
The object is to see who can tear the 


most perfectly shaped heart from the 
paper. 
Heartfelt Descriptions 
Players form circle. Statements are 
first made based on letters in the word 
“Heart.” First person says (if a girl), “my 
friend is handsome” (or hard-hearted, or 
hideous, etc.) Proceed around the circle. 
Next the first person (if a boy) may say, 
“my friend is earnest,” (or elated, or 
envious, or enormous, etc.) Continue 
through the rounds five times. 


Heart Throbs 


Paste the letters h-e-a-r-t-s on the six 
sides of six blocks. Divide the group 
into two teams. Several sets of blocks 
may be made if the group is to be di- 
vided into several teams. Each team 
takes turns at letting players drop blocks 
on the floor. Points are given for the 
spelling or partial spelling of “hearts” 
found on the up-turned side of blocks, 
ie., “he,” 5 points; “hea,” 10 points; 
“hear,” 15 points; “heart,” 20 points; 
“hearts,” 40 points. The team totaling 
highest points wins. 


Racing Hearts 

Letter two sets of cardboard hearts 
approximately 12 inches large with the 
letters in the word, “Valentine.” Place 
each set shuffled on two chairs a distance 
apart at one end of the room. Select 
two teams of nine people and:place be- 
hind starting line at the other end of the 
room. In a small group divide into two 
teams and let individuals repeat runs. At 
a signal number 1 on each team runs to 
chair opposite, quickly finds “V” and 
places it on the floor, returns to back of 
his line. Number 2 then runs to find “a” 
to add to the-*V.” The first team to 
spell the word out wins the race. 


Songs from the Heart 

Gather around a piano and sing a 
number of well-loved ballads. Mimeo- 
graphed copies of words help to make 
the singing a success. As a farewell song, 
the boys may sing “Goodnight Ladies” 
gesturing to the girls, and then the girls 
may sing “Goodnight Gentlemen” as 
they gesture farewells to the boys. All 
may sing the chorus together as a finale. 
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Asible Crosse Word Puzzle 


By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Our Bible cross-word puzzle this month brings us to a study of two New Testa- 15 “they said unto him, We ” Mark 
ment characters. They are James and John, two of the three-member inner circle 10:39 Seah 
of the disciples of our Lord. With Peter they seemed best to understand our Lord 16 Dean of the Faculty (abbr. ) 
Jesus and composed the small company of those who stood closest to Him. 19 “he surnamed ea pee et 
The references in the clues are not limited to any one book of the Bible. Even is. The sons of Bart oan ae 
though the characters themselves are New Testament personalities, at least one of 90 “and th t : sd f - os 
the clues is to an Old Testament reference. i iHeeval ae ee ae » at 99+] He 
To solve this puzzle, you proceed in the usual way, following the word clues as 9 las they me eros rites ee ne 


given. When you have done your best, consult the key given on another page in 


this issue and check your results. OE ge sue 


26 “it shall be given to them for whom 
it is...’ Mark 10:40 


ACROSS DOWN 28 “in a ship with . . . their father” 
1 “... their nets” Matt. 4:21 1 “began to be . . . displeased with Matt. 4:21 
6 “he took with him Peter and the James and John” Mark 10:41 80 See 18 across 
. sons of Zebedee” Matt. 26:37 2 Period of time 31 “that thou shouldest do for us what- 
9 Place where Abram lived before go- 3 can ye... of the cup thatI... soever we shall...” Mark 10:35 
ing to Canaan Gen. 11:28 s of” Mark 10:38 35 “to sit on my right hand and on my 
10 Rivers (Sp.) 4"... unto us that we may sit, one left hand is not... to give” Mark 
13 “Paul went ... with us unto James” |. O? thy right hand Mark 10:37 10:40 
Acts 21:18 5 “left the ship and their father, and 87 “Go shew . . . things unto James” 
14 Inferior magistrate among the Mo-  _ ._.° * _ him Matt. 4:22 Acts 12:17 
heniicdans i hae: Indies ae ey 38 Lair 
me 9 : “the ... on thy right hand” Matt. — s 
= oe hews.* them” Matt. men 90:21 bf eats a Aor iratie Directot cabbr.) 
ei heetat a ante se ea Independence League (abbr. ) 47 Compass point 
salute it” Matt. 10:12 9 « x é 
i 12 “After that, he was .. . of James 48 “What would ye that I should ... 
18 and 30 down “and the other on thy I Cor. 15:7 f > Mark 10:36 
_.. hand, in thy .. .” Mark 10:37 ie aS ee : 


20 “Ye know not what ye...” Mark 
10:88 

22. New Testament (abbr. ) 

23 “when the disciples heard it, they 
fell . . . their face” Matt. 17:6 

24 “And ... killed James, the brother 
of John” Acts 12:2 

25 Western Continent (abbr. ) 

26 Prisoner of War (abbr.) 

27 “They say unto him, . . . are able” 
Matt. 20:22 

29 “they lived and. . .ed with Christ a 
thousand years” Rev. 20:4 

82 Looked at 

33 Low Dutch (abbr.) 

84 Printer’s measure 

36 Chief of Tariff Bureau (abbr. ) 

88 Female deer 

39 “Grant that these my two sons may 
..., the one” Matt. 20:21 

41 Prefix meaning blood 3 

42, “Do not... , my beloved brethren” 
James 1:16 

43 “Ye shall drink . . . of my cup” 
Matt. 20:23 

44 Middle Atlantic State (abbr. ) 

45 Second tone of the scale 
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46 “John to the . . . churches which are “IZ ea F 
in Asia” Rev. 1:4 Y, Yi} 
49 “when they persecute you in this city, GwAaw co NO 44 
. . ye into another” Matt. 10:23 “And going on from thence, he saw other two brethren, James the son 
50 “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with Zebedee their father, 
raise the...” Matt. 10:8 mending their nets; and he called them.”’—Matt. 4:21. 
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® The Conference of Presidents of State and Synodical 
Luther Leagues (the first of its kind in the L.L. of A. 
so far as we know) was held on the campus of Wittenberg 
College, Springfield, Ohio, November 26, 27 (Thanks- 
giving Day) and 28, 1947. Those in attendance were 
unanimous in declaring the meeting inspiring and helpful. 


Twenty-nine presidents came from all sections of the 
United States and Canada. Two presidents sent another 
officer as alternate. Only five groups were not repre- 
sented—Georgia-Alabama, Mississippi, Montana, Western 
Canada and West Virginia. In each case, work or school 
prevented the president or an alternate from attending. 


In addition to the 29 presidents, there were nine 
State or Synodical treasurers, two vice-presidents, and 
one recording secretary in attendance. Four Synodical 
youth directors came to look in on the conference and 
to share some of their experiences in League work with 
those present. Two of these directors are members of the 
Executive Committee of the Luther League of America. 


In addition to the story of the Luther League program, 
those present heard inspiring addresses by the president 
of The United Lutheran Church in America, Dr. Franklin 
C. Fry; a representative of the National Lutheran Council 
and a pastor of a Lutheran Church in Germany, Rev. 
H. W. Falk; a delegate to the Lutheran World Federation 
at Lund, Sweden, Dr. Rees Edgar Tulloss; a representa- 
tive of the Parish and Church School Board, Rev. William 
S. Avery; and one of the secretaries of the church’s 
Stewardship Office, Mr. Henry Endress. 


Among the findings of the conference were these 
suggestions: 


1. That each president call attention of the local presi- 
dents in his area to the need for assistance with LurHERAN 
Wortp Reuier. That Luther Leagues, as integral parts 
of the congregations of the U.L.C.A. plan, promote and 
carry out a house to house campaign for the ingathering 
of clothing and shoes for European relief. This campaign 
to be conducted immediately. (One president sent a card 
to all presidents in her State as soon as she returned 
home). The promotion might be carried through district 
and conference officers. 


2. That consideration be given to a project located in 
one of the war-torn countries when the project is selected 
for the next biennium. 


8. That another conference of presidents be held in 
1948 at a suitable time and place. 
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¢ The Executive Committee of The Luther League of 
America whose annual sessions were held just prior to the 
Conference of Presidents, adopted the following recom- 
mendations, which, we believe, will interest our readers: 


1. Beginning with January 1 Club Rates for The Luther 
League Review be $1.25 each for 5 or more copies mailed 
to one address. (Yes, this is the minimum price.) 


2. Beginning with January 1, no more three-year sub- 
scriptions will be accepted at the $3.00 rate. (These two 
recommendations came as the result of increased costs of 
printing. ) 

8. That Intermediate Rallies will be held throughout 
the United Lutheran Church on Sunpay, Aprit 25, 1948 
in order to call attention to this part of our program and 
to strengthen its support in local congregations. 


4. That LurHer Leacuge-Apvance Rauuies be held in 
every part of the Church in November, 1948. 


5. That the next convention of The Luther League of 
America be held at Roanoke, Vircinia, Aucusr 22-26, 
1949. 


® Those of you who are members of the LurHer LEacuE 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH Cus will be interested in the new 
plan which is now being followed. Each month members 
will receive advance notice of the books selected. Promptly 
the member will decide if he wants a book. If he does 
not, he must send a notice to The United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House telling them he does not want that selec- 
tion. If no word is received by the U.L.P.H., the book for 
your particular age-group will be mailed to you. 

This plan has been adopted at the suggestion of a 
number of the subscribers. We trust everyone will 
co-operate with the Publication House in this new 
arrangement, 


¢ Our Treasurer, Mr. Howard Turkheimer, Jr., reports 
that he recently remitted $5,000 to the Board of Foreign 
Missions toward the China-Skeldon Fund. This makes a 
total of $8,500 given to the Board for this work in China 
and British Guiana. 


Mr. Turkheimer states that to the end of November he 
had received a total of $9,979.16 toward the Faith in 
Youth Offering. Of this amount $3,454.08 came from 
Leagues and the remainder $6,525.08 was contributed by 
Church Councils as congregational gifts. 
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New World Ahead 

By David D. Baker, Friendship Press, 

1947; 75c (paper) 
«|. . We are going to look at our 
world through the spectacles of our 
Christian faith and experience. Some- 
where we have gone wrong . . .’ So be- 
gins an analysis of the world just before 
the outbreak of the recent war. The 
author points out places where the 
United States, along with other countries, 
has gone off the path of Christian be- 
havior. He summarizes the ills of the 
world in one word: Christlessness. 

Mr. Baker then tells of the beginnings 
which, had they continued, would have 
made the world a better place for all. 
He calls the beginnings in India, Turkey 
and other countries: “Pointers from the 
Past.” 

The work with the migrant laborers, 
the share-croppers, the Indians, in China, 
and in the Ozarks, and the organization 
of the World Council of Churches are all 
“Signs of Promise” that we are on the 
road to the new world ahead. 

Luther Leaguers will be quite inter- 
ested in the last chapter of New World 
Ahead. The steps youth itself has taken 
to make the world ahead better are set 
down. He summarizes this with a state- 
ment from two young people now in 
Missionary work; the one a foreign mis- 
sionary, the other doing home mission 
work I like one paragraph of what Miss 
Jean Harbison, the foreign missionary, 
has to say: 

“Until my life becomes a channel 
through which God works to save 
humankind from war, disease, poverty, 
oppression, injustice, class and race con- 
flict, there is no salvation for me.” 

New World Ahead would be worth its 
purchase price if only for the marvelous 
and profuse illustrations it contains. But 
the thoughts in every paragraph could 
add enough fuel to any league’s discus- 
sion to keep it going until the wee hours 
of the morning. I recommend it highly. 

David H. Endres 
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So You Are Thinking! 

By S. C. Michelfelder. The Wartburg 
Press, Columbus, Ohio, 1946, 83 pages. 
$1.00. 

In this little book Dr. Michelfelder 
chats most informally out of his wide 
experience in counselling. With clear 
Christian emphasis he advises youth on 
such subjects as; So You Are Thinking 
of—Getting Married, Having a Family, 
Joining a Church, Calling It Off, and 
Making a Will. Each chapter suggests 
a biblical basis for the discussion and 
the material is clearly divided for ease 
of reading. Appropriate drawings at the 
beginning of each chapter and an ex- 
cellent study of Rodin’s statue “The 
Thinker” as the frontispiece add greatly 
to the attractiveness of this booklet ad- 
dressed primarily to the Young People of 
the Church, 


Understanding the Christian Faith 


By Georgia Harkness. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn., 1947, 
187 pages. $1.75. 

Have you ever wished for a simply 
written book on theology and the basic 
doctrines of the Christian Church? Miss 
Harkness, professor of applied theology 
at Garrett Biblical Institute has “applied 
theology” to our daily living and com- 
pressed it into 187 pages! Furthermore, 
she has written it in language that the 
average young person or layman today 
can understand. As the only woman mem- 
ber of the American Theological Society, 
she explains the present meaning of older 
theological terms in a clear and interest- 
ing fashion. Furthermore, she interprets 
the significance of more recent terms 
from the sciences as they are related to 
and used in modern theology. 

While Lutherans may not always 
agree with her statement of some doc- 
trines, her explanation is stimulating and 
helpful in a deeper appreciation and un- 


derstanding of our own position. A care- 
ful reading of this brief and pointed 
presentation would cause many a Lu- 
theran to rethink and rephrase our own 
theology in a more vital way! 

Such subjects as: The Meaning of 
Faith, Understanding the Bible, Religion 
and Science, What is Man?, Prayer and 
Providence, the Christian in Society and 
other themes of our Christian Faith are 
briefly reviewed. A suggested bibliogra- 
phy is included but no books by Lu- 
theran authors are on the list. 

This book might well provide a start- 
ing point for Young People’s Study and 
discussion of some of our basic Christian 
Doctrines and their present-day signif- 
icance. The study would not end with 
this book, we are certain! 

Paul J. Renz 


The Wilderness Road 
By Robert L. Kincaid, Bobbs-Merrill 
Co., Pages 392. $3.75. 


We cruise today in our modern com- 
fortable automobiles down the well- 
paved, three- and four-lane highway 
through Virginia, Tennessee, and Ken- 
tucky, admiring the wide expanse of the 
valley, the beauty of the mountains, the 
fragrance of the laurel and rhododendron. 
But little do we realize that it took blood 
and sweat, starvation, sorrow upon sor- 
row, hardship upon hardship, for this 
road to be developed from a wilderness 
road to what it is today. Families were 
driven from their homes by the Indians, 
babies were snatched from their mothers’ 
arms and scalped before their very eyes, 
or picked up by their feet and slung 
against stumps until their brains were 
smashed. Such tragedies are unheard of 
today, but it took them all and more for 
this overland route to be built into a 
highway. 

This trail was the principal entry into 
the limitless reaches of the west during 
the Revolutionary and Civil Wars. Many 
important men in history, including Dan- 
iel Boone, made many gallant exploits as 
trail blazers. Excitement and adventure 
were theirs, in addition to their many 
hardships and disappointments. But it 
took them all to make the Highway. 

It seems incredible today that this sec- 
tion of our country which we know and 
love so well could have once been such 
an undesirable place in which to live. 
But step by step, death after death, war 
after war, hopes built up and hopes 
blasted, advance and retreat, and by 
God’s watchful care and guidance, it was 
made to be the Highway we travel today 
in all our comforts. 

Eleanor Sheets 
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Some Luther League 


Nebraska Camp-Convention, Co- 
lumbus, Nebraska, August 17-24. 


Illinois Convention, St. Paul’s 
Church, Dixon, Illinois, August 
1-3 


Pittsburgh Synod Luther League 
Convention, St. John’s Church, 
Erie, Pa., July 22-25 


Convention-elected officers, Lu- 
ther League of Mississippi, 
Laurel, July 27 


Central Pennsylvania Conven- 
tion, St. Paul’s Church, York, 
Pa., July 10-12 


ps and Conventions 


New Jersey State Convention, 
Our Redeemer Church, Dumont, 
N. J., August 31-September 2. 


Indiana State Convention, Lake 
Wawasee, Indiana, July 13-14 


Minnesota State Convention, St. 
Mark’s Church, Fargo, N.D., 
Aug. 31-Sept. 2 


Luther League of South Carolina, 
Trinity Church, Greenville, S.C., 
Aug. 25-27 


Midwest Synod Luther League 
Convention, St. Peter’s Church, 
Creston, Neb., Aug. 19-24 


@ SOUTH CAROLINA 

Opening with a banquet in the Poin- 
sett Hotel, Greenville, the Luther League 
of South Carolina met in its thirty- 
seventh annual convention August 25, 26, 
and 27. A total of 231 delegates, pastors, 
and visitors were registered. Host church 
for the convention was Trinity Church, 
Greenville, Dr. E. Z. Pence, pastor. 

The official representative of the Lu- 
ther League of America, and an inspira- 
tion to all those attending the convention, 
was Mr. John George Kurzenknabe of 
Harrisburg. With the exception of Sis- 
ter Elizabeth Cress, of Baltimore, who 
brought “The Challenge of the Diac- 
onate” in the Life Service presentation, 
the other speakers for the sessions of the 
three days were well-known South Caro- 
lina church leaders. 

Mr. H. Odelle Harmon, educator from 
Lexington, brought to the young people 
the opening address at the banquet on 
the subject, “Lift Your Standards High.” 
At the vesper service the following eve- 
ning the Missionary Department presen- 
tation, under the direction of Mrs. Virgil 
Irons, on “Pour Out the Strains of Joy 
and Bliss’ was developed by the Rev. 
Ben Clark, student pastor at Clemson 
College, the Rev. Carl B. Caughman, 
D.D. and Mrs. Grady L. Cooper, Jr. 
“The Call of the Ministry” in the Life 
Service presentation was given by the 
Rey. M. L. Kester, of Walterboro. 

On the program also were the State 
Youth Worker, the Rev. Vernon F. Fra- 
zier; Armand Shealy, Education Secre- 
tary, who presented his department; Life 
Service Secretary G. B. Corley, who 
placed on the Life Service Flag a red 
cross in honor of Mary Wood of Charles- 
ton, missionary under appointment to 
Japan; Betty Rice who led the songspira- 
tion at the opening of each session; and 
Henry Vogel, toastmaster for the ban- 
‘quet. Under the directions of Interme- 
diate Secretary Bette Shealy, an Inter- 
mediate Rally was held during the final 
session. Convention Chaplain, the Rev. 
Paul E. Monroe, Jr., of Newberry, based 
his “Quiet Moments” on The Beatitudes. 

Harold Park, seminary student, suc- 
ceeds Mrs. Virginia Caughman Shull as 
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CONVENTIONS 


president. Other officers elected to serve 
under him are Betty Rice, Vice-president; 
Rebecca Goodale, Recording Secretary; 
Martha Barre, Secretary; Rebecca Wise, 
Corresponding Secretary; Armand Shealy, 
Education Secretary; G. B. Corley, Mis- 
sionary Secretary; Wade Hook, Life 
Service Secretary; Mary Stamy, Interme- 
diate Secretary; Anna Margaret Lomi- 
nick, Publicity Secretary; Earl Loadholkt, 
Statistical Secretary; Bette Shealy, Ar- 
chivist; and the Rev. Vernon Frazier, 
Executive Secretary. These officers were 
installed in a candlelight service during 
the closing session by the Rev. Raymond 
Ellsworth, Synodical advisor. 

The theme, “Pure in Heart,” was taken 
from the convention hymn, “Rejoice, Ye 
Pure in Heart.” 


@ NEW YORK 

The Eastern District of New York 
State Luther League held a Unity Week- 
end Convention, Nov. 15 and 16, in 
Troy, New York. The host churches were 
St. John’s and Redeemer Lutheran. Be- 
ing the first District Convention to be 
held in Eastern. District, it was patterned 
closely after the State Convention held 
at Syracuse last May. 

The first session was held at St. John’s 
Church, Troy. Opening Devotions were 
conducted by Rev. Peter Fanning, pastor 
of Redeemer Church. The afternoon’s 
activities were confined to two work- 
shops. The first workshop was led by 
Rev. Dayton Van Deusen and Miss 
Gladys Owens. Their theme was the 
Mission in China and India. They illus- 
trated their talks with articles brought 
back by missionaries. The second work- 
shop was led by Rev. Frank M. Brown, 
U.L.C. Director of Lutheran World 
Action. 

The evening’s activities were held at 
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, 
North Troy. The banquet speaker was 
Mr. Alvin H. Schaediger who spoke on 
“Faith under Fire.” Following the ban- 
quet, an evening of fellowship in games 
and dancing was enjoyed. The day was 
closed with a Friendship Circle led by 
Clarence Neun. 

Sunday’s activities were held at St. 


News 


John’s Church beginning with Sunday 
School and a Luther League class taught 
by Mr. Schaediger. At the service the 
Leaguers heard the convention chaplain 
in an address on “Facing Life With 
God.” At luncheon, Clarence Neun 
spoke on his trip to Oslo, Norway, as 
the Luther League of America’s official 
delegate to the World Conference of 
Christian Youth. He supplemented his 
talk with colored movies. Then Round 
Table Discussions led by Rev. Leonard 
Kleman, Rev. Charles E. Deitz and Ken- 
neth Logan, were scheduled. The con- 
vention closed with a Communion Serv- 
ice in which all Lutherans of the district 
were invited to take part. 


@ MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 

The Ministerium of Pennsylvania’s Lu- 
ther League began last fall a new series 
of Youth Rallies to be held in the various 
conferences of their synod during the 
current League year. The object of these 
gatherings in all the conferences is to 
present to the youth of the church a total 
picture of the youth program of the 
church. 

This program has the active support of 
the synod’s Secretary for Christian Edu- 
cation, Rev. Earl F. Rahn, and the Par- 
ish Education Committee of the synod’s 
Board of Christian Education. The pro- 
gram, identical in each conference, is 
planned and executed by the joint work- 
ing of the Luther League and the com- 
mittee mentioned above. 

In this way the official character of 
the Luther League is brought to the 
attention of the pastors and their young 
people. It is reported that about two- 
thirds of the young people attending 
these meetings were Luther Leaguers. En- 
couraging results have shown in the or- 
ganization of new League groups here 


and there. 


The Norristown Conference of the 
Luther League of the Ministerium of 
Pennsylvania annually conducts a_pil- 
grimage to a church institution or a 
church of historic significance on its ter- 
ritory in the fall of the year. A recent 
visit was to Falkner Swamp Church. 
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STATE AND LOCAL DOINGS 


@ INDIANA 

The Luther League of Indiana went in 
for something new this fall when they 
staged a pilgrimage of their Leaguers to 
visit Wittenberg College and Oesterlen 
Children’s Home, both at Springfield, 
Ohio. 

More than 300 Leaguers and their 
adult advisers made the trip by car, bus 
and train from the various points on the 
territory of the Indiana Synod on No- 
vember 1 and 2 to visit their synod- 
supported institutions at Springfield. An 
enthusiastic and enjoyable time is re- 


ported. 


@ NORTH CAROLINA 

The Luther League of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Hickory, N.C., recently em- 
ployed a novel method by which to re- 
coup its depleted treasury. The head of 
each Leaguer was measured with a tape 
measure to ascertain its circumference. A 
penny for each inch of head measure 
was the request of each Leaguer. They 
cheerfully responded and enjoyed doing 
so, much to the pleasure of their treas- 
urer. 


The Luther League of St. John’s 
Church, Concord, N. C., Rev. Herman 
W. Cauble, pastor, is supporting their 
church in a big way. They have pledged 


+ $500 towards the building fund. This 


amount is to be paid in two years. 

The details of their budget are not 
available, but concerning the budget for 
1948 the president writes, “This year we 
plan for a budget of $800 in our League 


and we hope to match the past year’s 
record.” Some budget for a Luther 
League, but theirs is some Luther 
League! St. John’s is a rural League 


which is setting a standard so high that 
it would be difficult for any League, 
urban or rural, to match it. 


@ OHIO 

Auburn Luther League, Springfield, 
Ohio, Rev. John Warnes, pastor, ex- 
tended their Youth Sunday observance 
into a full weekend affair. They called 
it “Youth Weekend” and began the fes- 
tivities on Friday evening with a ban- 
quet for all present and former Leaguers. 
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Saturday night a scavenger hunt was 
scheduled. At the regular Sunday morn- 
ing service Leaguers conducted the wor- 
ship of the congregation with twelve 
Leaguers leading in the various parts. 
Sunday afternoon and evening was de- 
voted to meeting with other Leagues in 


Springfield. 


@ NEW YORK 

The Luther League of New York State 
again sponsored its annual Unity Dinner 
Observance throughout its districts on 
November 15 and 16. The theme fol- 
lowed this year was, “Work for Unity in 
Peace.” A uniform program was pre- 
pared by a committee the chairman of 
which was Miss Lois Fisher, of Roches- 
ter. The program itself was divided into 
seven parts, as follows: Table Grace, din- 
ner, greetings from the other districts and 
state officers, worship, three addresses, 
social, and closing fellowship. The scrip- 
tural basis of the addresses was II Co- 
rinthians 13:1-14. The themes used 
were: “Peace Begins in One’s Heart”; 
“Peace Spreads within One’s Home”; and 
“Peace Extends Out into the World.” 

An excellent response to the Unity Ob- 
servance is reported from all parts of the 
State League this year, though not all 
chose to hold a dinner. 


@® MINNESOTA 

The Minnesota State Luther League 
held its annual convention at St. Mark’s 
Church, Fargo, North Dakota, August 
30th—September Ist. The gala opening 
was the traditional banquet. The ad- 
dress of the evening was given by Pro- 
fessor William H. Cooper of Minneapolis. 
He used the theme of the convention, 
“Thy Kingdom Come On Earth,” as the 
subject for his inspirational address. A 
fellowship hour followed the banquet 
with games and entertainment. 

A large group of Leaguers made up 
the St. Mark’s church choir for the Sun- 
day morning service, with a solo and an 
anthem being rendered in splendid voice. 
Rev. Frederick W. Ihlenfeld, pastor loci, 
preached the sermon and presented a 
challenge to youth to further the work 
of Christ. 


The afternoon sessions were featured 
by a number of discussion groups, a talk 
by Miss Ruth Greve representative of the 
Luther League of America, and election 
of state officers. The officers elected for 
the ensuing year were: Dan Anderson, 
St. Paul, president; Fred Opem, Zum- 
brota, vice-president; Connie Bistier, 
White Bear, recording secretary; Elea- 
nor Foster, St. Paul, corresponding secre- 
tary; and Luther Dehnel, Minneapolis, 
treasurer. 

The beautiful candlelight installation 
service climaxed the evening program 
with each of the newly elected officers 
baring a lighted candle and forming the 
shape of the cross in the front of the 
church. 

An early moming breakfast much en- 
joyed by all was held at a lovely park 
in one end of the city. After breakfast 
there was a short outdoor devotional, fol- 
lowed by games of baseball and cro- 
quet. Then all went back to the church 
for closing matters of discussion and the 
Luther League workshop. 

The meal Monday noon, which was 
accompanied with lots of singing and a 
very interesting and inspiring talk by Rev. 
Charles J. Dion, of Lakeville, Minnesota, 
closed a wonderful weekend. 


®@ SOUTH CAROLINA 

Luther Leagues and Luther Leaguers 
in South Carolina have been concentrat- 
ing recently on a program of evange- 
lism. For their slogan they have chosen, 
“Each One Bring One.” Every active 
Leaguer was urged to invite and bring 
at least one new member to every meet- 
ing during the month of November. It 
should be said that weekly meetings are 
the rule in South Carolina throughout the 
year. The December issue of “The Pal- 
metto Leaguer” indicates that the cam- 
paign is still on. More power to them! 


@ PICTURE LAYOUT 

We hope that you like our picture lay- 
out of convention photos this month. We 
went to considerable extra expense in 
order to bring it to you in this attractive 
form. Several phoots had been used 
prior to this, and several more remain. 
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Enter, friend, on this the third anniversary of the estab- 
lishment of the SWAP SHOP, and join in the conversa- 
tion! Remember what we said that first day? That we 
planned to tell you what information was available in 
pamphlet or periodical form, how it could be used, and 
why it should be? That in addition to plugging our publi- 
cations, we were going to run a swap shop of ideas—act 
as a kind of intercommunication system between leagues 
and leaguers all over the continent? Well, here we go 
again! 

Literature and League Life 

Two years ago, Secretary Frease reported that the state 
of the League was best in the areas where our literature 
was most widely used. That is still true. Questionnaires 
returned from the field to the Education Committee prove 
it—if, indeed, the statement needs proof! Your Leagues 
are using the topics, are they not? The Intermediate Quar- 
terly Helps for Leaguers of Junior High age; the Senior 
Topics Quarterly for the Leaguers of Senior High age; the 
PrRoGRAMS FOR YOUNG Prope (found in The Luther 
League Review) for the college crowd and their already- 
in-the-business-world companions? (By the way, did you 
know that the Luther League of America is the only 
Lutheran body which produces a topic a week for three 
different age levels?) Perhaps you should check on that; 
employment of the proper set of topics is important. 

You will find that the topics in the quarterlies are un- 
dated now. They have only numbers to give them order 
and they can be scrambled any way you like. However, 
if your group wants to use them as they were dated for 
specific Sundays, simply turn to the topic list in the back 
of the quarterly and there they are! What could be 
simpler? 


And now some ideas. When you left last month, we 
had been talking about Clarence Neun’s “newsstand “notice 
of a New York Synod Youth Rally in the Genesee Valley 
District's Luther Log. (Maybe it was not the Neun’s idea, 
but he is the editor of the Log and can pass the credit 
along if it should go to someone else.) 
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More Ideas from Here and There 

Here’s another notion from New York—source, the Log 
again. It seems that the new treasurer of the State League, 
one Donald Graf, is an ardent stamp collector, and, cogni- 
zant of the fact that there is a ready world market for 
cancelled stamps, he suggested that the Leaguers save and 
send to him all the stamps from their thousands of letters. 
Regular stamps are sold by the pound and United States 
commemoratives by the hundred. The additional funds 
realized from this project are to be used for missions, 
making the whole thing a round robin of world fellowship 
and enlightenment. 


From Chicago District’s Contact we learned that the 
Chi Rho Luther League: of the Lutheran Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Oak Park, published a program booklet 
for the first half of the League year, listing all of their 
activities from September to January. For instance, “How 
Our Church Spends Its Money”—a discussion led by the 
Finance Committee of the Church Council; “Boy-Girl 
Relationships”—a panel discussion; and so on. Most clubs 
do it—why not a Luther League?! 


Local projects in Florida (according to The Illuminator) 
include: distribution of hymnals for both the Sunday 
School and Church services by Tampa Leaguers—who also 
purchased a water cooler for the use of the congregation; 
donation of a gift to the new addition to their church by 
the Holy Trinity Leaguers of Miami—if they still have an 
addition after the hurricane!; presentation of a much 
needed bulletin board to its parent congregation by the 
Grace Luther League, Lakeland. 


Down in North Carolina Leaguers throw another light 
on the aforementioned round robin of world fellowship by 
suggesting in Edmilise that Leaguers write to German 
pastors requesting the names and addresses of Christian 
youths in Germany with whom they might correspond. 
The editors secured the names and addresses of the pastors 
from Secretary Frease. Later they added an Indian boy 
from New Amsterdam, British Guiana, to the list. He is a 
bookkeeper for the Lutheran Press, called to the job by 
the Rev. P. A. Magalee whose eloquent plea in Pittsburgh 
resulted in the present missionary puoject. 

The Johnstown District of the Central Pennsylvania 
Synod has a contact with British Guiana, too. They col- 
lected Christmas cards (in advance of Christmas) to be 
sent there and distributed to the children around that 
time in December. Coloring books and crayons were 
included, too. 


But lest we forget, the Life Service Department of the 
Luther League of South Carolina reminds us, via The 
Palmetto Leaguer, that we should expand our services to 
the aged and distressed. In South Carolina, each Luther 
League is being asked to sponsor an individual in the 
Lowman Home down there. Nice idea, no?! 

(Continued on Page 82) 
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HEARTS AND FLOWERS 


By REV. CARL VY. TAMBERT 
Glendale, California 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 


WHY? To direct the attention of young Christian 
couples to those helpful elements which will bring 
fragrance and permanence to their marriages. 


HOW? After the group has assembled, ask each person 


to write on a slip of paper the one thing which he or 
she believes has thus far contributed most to the happi- 
ness of their marriage. Then present the topic and 
follow the entire presentation with the reading of the 
young people’s declarations. 


CHANCE FOR AN ARGUMENT (Discussion questions] 

. Is marriage as an institution “on the rocks”? 

. What is romantic love? Married love? 

. When is the honeymoon over? 

. Do you think Valentine’s Day may have significance for 

a couple married over five years? 

5. Is love all that matters? If not, what else matters? 

6. How much of a chance does a marriage of non-Chris- 
tians have of surviving compared with the chances of 
Christian marriages? 

7. What is the secret of permanence blessing the Chris- 
tian marriage? 

8. Do you think the hearts and flowers idea of Valentine’s 
Day has merit? 

9. Have you read the marriage service since you were 
married? 

10. Are in-laws a menace? 

11. Should time out be taken for play even though 
“making a living” is a full-time job? 

12. Under what circumstances do differences in married 
life loom large? 

13. What about “running home to mamma” as a solution? 

14. Suggest a good way to find out “what's eatin’ him.” 

15. Give your remedy for handling impending trouble. 


RONH © 


® BOOKS THAT HELP: 

Be Ir Ever so FUMBLED, THERE’s No Piace Like Home— 
Popence 

Tue Harpy Famity—Levy 

Your Marriace; A GuiwE tro Happiness—Himes 

Wuen You Marry—Duvall and Hill 

Harmony IN MarriAGE—Wood 


@ SUGGESTED PROGRAM: 
Hymn: “Lord, Jesus Christ, be Present Now” (314, PSH) 


FEBRUARY, 1948 


Psalm 23 (Responsively) 

Prayer No. 40, (29, PSH) 

Scripture Lesson: John 2:1-11 

Hymn: “O Love, That Wilt Not Let Me Go” (275 PSH) 
Solo: “O Perfect Love” (415 CSB) 

Topic 

Offering 

Lord’s Prayer 

Doxology 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE PAGES 8, 9 


@ HEARTS AND FLOWERS 
(Continued from Page 9) 


Doing together the things that each enjoys, which have 
been tested and found helpful, is a great asset in the new 
married life. These little moments when both are in an 
inner delightful experience, enjoying the things one 
delights in with the one whom he or she loves most are 
tremendous exponents of happiness. They are like a secret 
rendezvous together especially prepared for each other. 

Giving little gifts, remembering special occasions, affec- 
tionate glances, loving greetings and adieus, doing the 
thing together which each one enjoys, listening attentively 
and expressing deep interest in the other's activities—all 
these are time-honored “secrets”, ways of keeping love 
alive and the lover in love. (Page St. Valentine!) 


Are You a Good Quarterback? 

A sports columnist declared that a certain big football 
game on the West Coast would be decided by the quarter- 
backing. The quarterback is the one who thinks and plans 
and puts into execution the right maneuvers during the 
heat of the battle of the game. He sees the opponents’ 
weaknesses; he plays those weaknesses. He knows his 
own team’s strong parts; he plays those strong points again 
and again. Are you a good quarterback in your newly 
found married life? When trouble comes, have you studied 
the weakness of your husband or wife, and do you care- 
fully avoid it in order to heal the impending rift? Do you 
know the strong point of the other—do you build your 
marriage upon the strong points, or do you continually 
rub the already weakened spots? Do you carefully avoid 
a break-through, or do you ruthlessly tear apart and pro- 
duce irreparable damage? Are you a good quarterback, 
one who thinks and executes the plays in his married life 
that will produce the greatest happiness? 
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FEBRUARY 


1—More Churches Where Needed in America 


Luke 10:1-3 
Vital Christian Teachings 
8—Nobody Loves Me? 
Psalm 121 
15—Is Lent Worthwhile? 
Joel 2:12-19 
22-—The Root of It All 
Romans 5:12-21 
29—When Is Repentance Real? 
Matthew 8:8-10 


These topics are intended for the use of Young People, those 18 years of 
age and over. Do not expect successful use with those younger. Use the 
Senior Topics Quarterly and the Intermediate Quarterly Helps with senior 
high and junior high youth respectively. See page 82 for prices. 


Beside the important home mission theme presented this month, a series of 
topics on the subject, Vital Christian Teachings is begun. It will conclude 
in March. This series is especially appropriate to the Lenten Season. 


MORE CHURCHES WHERE NEEDED IN AMERICA 
Luke 10:1-3 
By REV. H. CONRAD HOYER, D.D., Chicago, Ill. 


@ HOW TO PRESENT: 


Because this is a factual topic, the leader 
will need to know the material quite well. Maps 
and charts will be of help in visualizing the 
need of home missions in America. Facts and 
information and specific cases given as a report 
on your local home mission strategy will 
bring the topic from the general over-all pic- 
ture to the familiar. 


© PROGRAM 


*Hymn: “Spread, Oh Spread, Thy Mighty Word” 
(120 PSH) 
Psalm 93 (responsively ) 


Prayer 

Hymn: “Look From Thy Sphere of Endless 
Day” (167 PSH) 

The Topic 

Offering 

Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” (185 


PSH) 
Lord’s Prayer and Benediction 


® BOOKS TO READ 


AMERICAN MISSIONS TOGETHER-—Division 
of American Missions, National Lutheran 
Council. 

LUTHERAN HOME MISSIONS IN AMERICA 
—Division of American Missions, NLC. 

ECCLESIA PLANTANDA-—The official maga- 
zine of our ULC Board of American Mis- 
sions. 

BIG MAN IN CALIFORNIA-from ‘The Lu- 
theran,” August 6, 1947. 

WHAT IS A STRONG CHURCH?—from ‘The 
Lutheran,” August 27, 1947. 

OCCUPYING THE OPEN FIELDS—from “The 
National Lutheran,” Spring 1947. 
AMERICA IS HOUSE HUNGRY—-from 
National Lutheran,” Summer 1947, 
TOWN AND COUNTRY CHURCHES-—A. D. 

Mattson, Augustana Book Concem. 

COUNTRYSIDE CRUSADING—Board of Youth 
Activities, Augustana Synod. 

(Note: Ask your pastor to loan you copies 
of these periodicals and books.) 

Illustrations: Maps I. % of Unchurched Popu- 

lation 

II, Lutheran Population— 
From Lutheran Home 
Missions in America. 


“The 
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@® WHAT WE CAN DO 

Keep alert to the mission activities and 
strategy of our Church. 

Be aware of the mission opportunities 
in our own locality. 

If possible, help a home mission pastor 
with survey work. 

Visit a home mission congregation, 
noting the place of worship, and whether 
there is a full-time pastor to serve the 
people. 

Ask your pastor about the Regional 
Home Mission Committee in your area. 

Interview a member of the Regional 
Home Mission Committee, asking him 
about the committee’s procedure in 
planting churches, the opportunities for 
Home Mission activity in your neighbor- 
hood, and the problems confronting a 
mission pastor. 


* See Resource Article on pages 6 and 7. Copy 
the map with its percentages on the black- 
board so that it may prove useful in presenting 
the subject. Lutheran Home Missions in Amer- 
ica also shows percentages of Lutheran popu- 
lation in all the states. 


© QUOTES 

“The Church Must Be Planted,’ Muh- 
lenberg. 

“Christ’s Church Must Go Where His 
People Go” 


Apply Matt. 28:28 “America is a part 
of the world that Christ commanded us 
to evangelize. Can we overlook going 
into our own country to make disciples 
of men when 17 million children are not 
in Sunday Schools and untold millions 
of adults ignore or are ignorant of the 
Savior?” How many such folk are here? 


© A STORY 
A Church for the Community 


The Hansens lived in a San Diego 
housing project for four years. Normal 
patterns of living were disrupted, but 
change was an accepted part of wartime 
tensions. Family ties were broken. Yet 
the task of the church in these temporary 
communities remained—to serve Christ’s 
people with the Gospel. 

The Hansens now plan to return to 
their home town in the Midwest; but 
housing is a major problem there. In 
fact, the problem is a nation-wide one. 
So urgent is the need that the govern- 
ment has embarked on a proposed pro- 
gram to construct 12 million homes in 
the next ten years. Homes are, and will 
be, constructed in old established com- 
munities. New towns also will dot the 
landscapes around the metropolitan areas. 

Park Ridge represents the answer to 
many housing problems in the Hansens’ 
home town. Mr. Hanson is contemplat- 
ing the purchase of a brick bungalow on 
the corner of Layton Avenue and Green 
Street. However, he knows a house is 
not enough for a home, for a Christian 
family life. His responsibility includes 
the spiritual, social and work-a-day wel- 
fare of his family. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hansen discover that 
Sally and Jim, their children, will be 
able to attend the new grade school just 
four blocks from the brick bungalow. 
Already the city has announced the 
teaching staff for the next term. 

They are further amazed at the com- 
mercial buildings they see as they drive 
about the community. Two grocery 
stores, a small department store, drug 
store, and theatre are in the building 
stage. All conveniences abound here! 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


City officials have informed the pros- 
pective Park Ridge residents about their 
intention to provide recreational facili- 
ties, playgrounds, parks, and health serv- 
ice for the community. “No worries here 
for the Hansens,” comments Mrs. Hansen. 

However, the deeply disturbing thing 
to Mr. Hansen is that not one word is 
mentioned about the spiritual welfare of 
his family. No church spire is rising into 
view. Neither has the city planning com- 
mission considered the possibility of cen- 
tral locations and sites for church fa- 
cilities. 

“We want Sally and Jim to attend 
Sunday School. Our family wants wor- 
ship services. We know our home will 
not be complete unless we build lives 
for Christ and His Kingdom.” Mr. Han- 
sen’s comments are matched by many 
who recognize the import of a church 
home. 

Communities of 500, 1000, and even 
5,000 people are becoming realities all 
over America. The Cross of Christ and 
His church spire must dominate each of 
these neighborhoods. 


Every established congregation must 
be alert to the new families and new 
homes within its parish bounds. Every 
mission board must be challenged to do 
its utmost to reach out the hand of 
Christian fellowship to all. The church 
must see its responsibility to serve and 
recognize its opportunity to witness. 

In 1946, 669,000 homes were com- 
pleted. Over a million more will be com- 
pleted in 1947 and that number will be 
increased from year to year, according to 
present plans. The Division of American 
Missions of the National Lutheran Coun- 
cil is in close touch with new home de- 
velopments on a national level and is 
interpreting that program to the city 
level. All new housing projects are 
brought to the attention of Regional 
Home Mission Committees and Home 
Mission Executives for proper considera- 
tion. 

The Hansens will find the church at 
work in their new community. The 
Sally’s and Jim’s of America will hear 
Sunday-School bells in their new home 
town. 


Homes mean families. Families mear 
souls and souls are the concern of the 
church. 

Facts and Statistics 

The Lutheran church has third place 
in size among Protestant bodies in the 
United States. 

Thirty-six or % of the 48 states of the 
United States are less than 3% Lutheran. 

Eighty-four per cent of the United 
Lutheran Church in America is East of 
the Mississippi River. 

There are more Lutheran than people 
of any other denomination in the state 
of North Dakota (19% Catholics, 20% Lu- 
theran, 13% other Protestant, 48% un- 
churched ). 

There are 23 Regional Home Mission 
Committees serving the United States 
and 5 serving in Canada. Through these 
committees the eight church bodies in 
the National Lutheran Council co- 
operate in planning for and establishing 
new churches where they are needed in 
America. 

In 1946 the U.L.C. had 646 mission 
congregations, 25 of which were new. 


VITAL CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS: (1) NOBODY LOVES ME? 
Psalm 121 
By MISS ISABELLE NELSON, Columbia, S. C. 


® PROGRAM 

The Hymn: “Jesus, My Lord, My God, My AIr’ 
(262 PSH) 

The Responsive Reading: Psalm 116 (Page 43 
PSH) 


The Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, who has 
given us so much more than we ever de- 
serve or that we can never hope for, we 
thank Thee for all the wonderful gifts Thou 
hast so freely bestowed on us. Forgive us 
of our neglect and selfishness to our neigh- 
bors. Father, help us to open our hearts 
more to Thy Holy Spirit that we may be 
entirely Thine own and for Thy use. Amen. 

The Lesson: John 14:1-4, 11-13 

Pantomime or Play for Presentation of Topic 

The Hymn: “O Jesus, Thou Art Standing” 
(203 PSH) 

The Offermg 

The Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” 
(211 PSH) 

The Luther League Benediction 


® METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


This topic may be entirely presented in play 
or pantomime form. Mary’s first speech and 
her speech im front of the mirror may be given 
as pantomime, and the rest may be in dialogue 
form. The Psalm and verse may be read from 
a Bible. 


®@ PREPARATION 


The place is in Mary’s and Susie’s apart- 
ment. A small altar with a cross and candles 
on it is placed to the right of the stage; the 
mirror or dresser may be placed either to the 
back or the left of stage. The door may be 
where the mirror isn’t. A couch is placed in 
the middle of the stage. Any other props may 
be used to make the room look realistic. 

The characters are Mary and Susie. They are 
around twenty-one years of age. 
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@ THE PLAYLET 
Nobody Loves Me? 

M. My name is Mary. I'm working as 
a secretary to a merchant downtown. 
I have had so many troubles in my life— 
the world is so cruel—it has no considera- 
tion at all for the poor person like me. 
It cares only for itself. I don’t under- 
stand why everyone has to pick on me. 
My boss always scolds even when Tm 
only a few minutes late, or like yester- 
day I made one little mistake in the 
letter and he threw a fit! He is so in- 
considerate. He just irritates me all the 
time. I get so mad! And besides, I don’t 
like the work either. The job is very 
hard and it is so dirty back there. All 
the other folks take advantage of me, 
too. I think they feel that I am super- 
woman, I just hate them! 

Go to church? Oh, yes, I am a mem- 
ber out there at ______ Lutheran 
Church but I—oh, I don’t know—I really 
don’t like to go. Yes, the people are 
friendly; someone takes me home each 
time I go, and they are always inviting 
me to their parties and picnics. The Lu- 
ther League is nice, but it is sorta “kid’s 
stuff’—after all, I am out making my 
own living now. And then, I don’t much 
care about singing the hymns, or taking 


part in the service ‘cause I don’t know 
it and besides I'd rather hear the choir 
anyway. Then, too, I am so tired on 
Sunday morning that I don’t feel like 
listening to the preacher, and he really 
doesn’t talk about my troubles anyway. 
You see, I usually have a big date on Sat- 
urday night and don’t come in until late. 
There is nothing wrong with having a 
date—after all, people do have to have 
some fun in this life. 

But even Harry doesn’t seem to love 
me any more, and we had a big fight 
last night. He is always irritating me by 
coming later every time, and the “ras- 
cal” must never think I like flowers, at 
least, he never gives me any. He doesn’t 
like jitterbugging either. I just can’t un- 
derstand him! He is so inconsistent at 
times! 


ENTER SUSIE 

S. Hi, Mary! 

M. Hello there, Susie! 

S. Well, whatcha know? 

M. Nothing much. Everything seems to 
be going wrong. I’m not so sure life is 
really worth living. I’m just fed up with 
everything. 

S. What's wrong, Mary? Surely things 
can’t be that bad. 

M. Well, Harry is so irritating. He 
wants to have his own way all the time. 
He just expects everything and never 
takes me into consideration. And my 
boss is so “fussy”—I just can’t stand him. 
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Nobody else could stand him either. He 
is just a hateful old grouch! 

S. I've never seen you like this before.— 
can't I get you something? Is there any- 
thing at all I can do for you? 

M. I don’t think there is a thing left to 
do. I feel so bad. 

S. You shouldn’t feel that way .... but 
guess we all do at times? I don’t know 
what I can do for you. 

M. There is nothing to do! 

S. Well, Mary, there must be something. 
There must .... That’s it! I had almost 
forgotten what the pastor said last Sun- 
day. Let’s see, I think he said that there 
were three things that really count in 
this life. (SHE THINKs) Yes, he said we 
need to know about God and (Pause) 
Savane how important He is to each of 
us as we live our daily lives. (Pause) 
He went on and told us how He loves 
and cares for each one of us. And He 
does care for you and for me. 

M. That's what you think. He sure 
doesn’t care for me, and I don’t see any 
use caring about Him. I don’t even be- 
lieve in a God! If there .were, He 
couldn’t keep track of so many little hu- 
mans. It isn’t logical! 

S. Why, Mary! Your God does love you 
and care for you. He knows when every 
sparrow falls. . . . surely you believe He 
knows about you. He actually knows 
how many hairs are on your head and 
you don’t even know that yourself. You 
see, He really knows more about you 
than you yourself know. Remember, He 
gave His only Son to die for you. Surely, 
he wouldn’t have done that if he had 
not loved you. 

M. I guess maybe you are right. 

S. And I remember that the pastor also 
said you have to have a workable faith. 
You do have faith in the people around 
you. Shouldn’t you have even more faith 
in God who always keeps his word? 

M. Oh, Susie, you know I don’t trust 
anyone! 

S. Yes, you do, Mary —you had faith 
enough in Mrs. Jones to eat the dinner 
she cooked. Without faith in her, you 
wouldn’t have eaten anything ’cause you 
might question whether or not she put 
poison in it. 

M. Oh, well, she wouldn’t do a thing 
like that! I know her too well. 

S. Maybe, if you knew God better, you 
would be able to trust Him with your 
life. 

M. Maybe that’s my trouble. I really 
haven’t been reading my Bible at all 
lately. In fact, I haven’t thought of God 
for a long time. I guess I have accepted 
all His gifts, never giving Him credit for 
any of them or thanking Him for them. 
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S. He really has treated us pretty “swell” 
—giving us this place to live in, a good 
job, plenty to eat—Just think about those 
people in Europe and China and even 
in India, not even having enough to eat— 
and seeing their children starve to death 
or grow up with deficient minds because 
of lack of good nutrition. I suppose I 
really haven't thanked God very much 
either. We just take everything God 
gives us for granted—taking and never 
giving anything, not even thanking Him 
for the things that He gives us. I don't 
know why He keeps giving us so much. 
M. Maybe it’s what you said, Susie. He 
just cares so much for us—more than we 
ever deserve. 

S. Yes, and we should feel that same 
way about our neighbor as God feels 
about us. You know, the more I think 
about it, I think Id like to join that 
young women’s Missionary Society. I be- 
lieve that I might be able to do my part 
for others through this work. 

M. That’s right, we're always caring only 
for ourselves, only seeing what we can 
get out of life and never seeing what we 
can put into life. 

S. Mary, why don’t you come to League 
with me Sunday nightP We have a won- 
derful time. At 6 we have our fellow- 
ship hour and at 7 we have the inspira- 
tional hour. We get to meet so many 
nice people our age. We'll drop by for 
you if you'll go. 

M. Why, yes, I think Id really like to. 


Sustz LEAVES 
(Mary TURNS AND LOOKS INTO THE MIR- 
ROR. ) 


M. Maybe I shouldn't be so hard on 
Harry—guess he couldn’t help it if he 
had to stay and work in his office until 
late. And I suppose he really doesn’t 
earn enough money to get flowers all the 
time either. Maybe it is my fault we 
get into all those arguments about so 
many little things. 

And I guess, too, it was really my fault 
that the boss got so mad at me. I’m 
going to try to get to the office on time 
from now on. And I’ve got to start doing 
my work better—I am very careless. 
Many other people have worse jobs than 
I have. I do have my own office, and 
rather nice associates, pretty good pay, 
and I never have to work my full eight 
hours a day. God is really good to me. 
I had forgotten about those people in 
Europe and China who are starving. I 
really haven’t given Christ a chance in 
my life. I never take part in anything 
and never repay all the kindnesses shown 
to me. I just haven't been looking at 
things in the right light. Instead of tak- 


ing a large view of life, I have been a 
baby, thinking I was the center of the 
world and it led me to feel sorry for 
myself. After all, the world doesn’t re- 
volve around me—the world isn’t here 
to give me something—I’m here to give 
the world all that I can—to be of service 
to God and my neighbor. I should not 
be so worried about the food that I am 
going to eat, the clothes that I am going 
to wear each time I go places—after all, 
they are not so important. God clothes 
the lilies of the field much better than 
I can ever clothe myself, and if I give 
my life to Him, then He will take care 
of me, too—just as He does the trees and 
the flowers and the birds. 

(SHE TURNS TO THE ALTAR, LIGHTS CAN- 
DLES, AND MAY READ FROM THE BIBLE, 
PsaLM 121). 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills 
from whence cometh my help; my help 
cometh from the Lord which made 
heaven and earth. He will not suffer thy 
foot to be moved. He that keepeth thee 
will not slumber nor sleep. The Lord 
is thy keeper. The Lord is the shade 
upon thy right hand. The sun shall not 
smite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night. The Lord shall preserve thee from 
all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. The 
Lord shall preserve thy going out and 
thy coming in from this time forth, and 
even forever more. 

(Psalm 118:28-29) Thou art my God 
and I will praise thee. Thou art my 
God and I will exalt thee. O give thanks 
unto the Lord for he is good, for his 
mercy endureth forever. 

Take my life and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to thee 

Take myself and I will be 

Ever only all for Thee. 


Secure and Present 


THE 4 R's 
FOR THE GUIANESE 
A service presenting the China- 
Skeldon Project of the Luther 
League of America 


Let’s complete it in 
1948 
Urge your Leaguers to give 
generously so that the $25,000 
goal may be exceeded! 
Order From 
The Luther League of America 
405 Muhlenberg Building 
1228 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


(2) IS LENT WORTHWHILE? 
Joel 2:12-19 
By REY. R. DONALD CLARE, Leonia, N. J. 


® METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


The purpose of this topic is to give youth 
a richer understanding of Lent, its background, 
its purpose, its observance. The leader should 
strive to win the Leaguers to a Lenten dis- 
cipline that will bear fruit. Copies of the “Five 
Point Program” should be made in advance to 
be used by the group at the meeting. Copies 
could also be mailed to absentees. The “Five 
Point Program” is intended to be adopted by 
the group present at the meeting, in unison. 
Between each pledge there ought to be a mo- 
ment of silent or spoken prayer. 

A young person from another church might 
be invited to tell of Lenten -observance in a 
non-liturgical church. One of the Leaguers 
could give the report of an interview with a 
Roman Catholic concerning the Catholic ob- 
servance of Lent. Likewise with an Episco- 
palian. The Pastor, or a representative of his, 
should have an opportunity to tell of the Len- 
ten program in the local congregation. Try to 
have the League attend one or more of the 
special Lenten services as a group. 


© PROGRAM 


Invocation: Let Thy blessing be upon us, 
Heavenly Father, as we pass through these 
holy days in which we remember the suf- 
ferings and death of our dear Lord; and 
grant that His holy example being ever be- 
fore us, we may follow Him in willing obedi- 
ence, learn his gracious humility, and, being 
filled with His love and spirit of self-sacrifice, 
learn the lessons of a life pleasing to Thee 
and helpful to our fellow men; through Him 
Who loved us and gave Himself for us, even 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

Hymn: “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 

The Evening Suffrages (in Common Service 
Book). If not available, use The Lord’s Prayer, 
The Apostles’ Creed, and a Psalm, read re- 
sponsively. 

Hymn “In the Hour of Trial” 

Lesson: Joel 2:12-19 

Explanation of the Lesson 

Hymn: ‘How Shall I Follow Him I Serve?” 

Presentation of the Topic, followed by Ques- 
tions for Discussion 

Adoption of the Five Point Program for Lent. 
(In unison) 

The Offering 

Hymn of Dedication: “‘Take My Life and Let 
It Be” Stanzas 1,4,6. (While this is being 
sung those who have taken the offering will 
remain in the front with the offering while 
the entire group faces the worship center. 
A large picture of Christ might be the wor- 
ship center.) 

The Benediction 


©@ THE 5-POINT LENTEN PROGRAM 


1. I will pray morning and night for 
God’s forgiveness and strength, and 
seek His guidance for Christian living. 

2.1 will examine my life daily, and 
strive to give up any habit, attitude 
or practice that unfits me for Christian 
service. 

8. I will deny myself luxuries this Lent, 
so that I might increase in Christian 
discipleship, and be able to give more 
to others. 

4. I will be faithful to my church, at- 
tending all the services I can, and 
trying to win others for Christ. 
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5. I will read my Bible daily, so that it 
may be an inspiration and guide for 


my life. 


® QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. What voluntary crosses might we take up 
in church, home, community or school? 

2. Should we admit those to our Easter serv- 
ices who have been negligent of our serv- 
ices during Lent and Holy Week? 

3. What Lenten observances would it be wise 
to continue throughout the year? 

4, What are some definite results of a strict 
Lenten discipline? 

5. How could our local congregation help to 
make Lent more worthwhile for the youth 
of the church? 

6. What is the relation of Jesus’ wilderness 
temptations to a young person’s observance 
of Lent? 

7. Why is violet the color of the altar hang- 
ings this season? 

8. Is it really necessary to “give up” 
thing for Lent? Explain your answer. 


any- 


@ EXPLANATION OF THE SCRIPTURE 
LESSON 


This call to repentance was uttered 
by the prophet Joel in the land of Judah 
some four hundred years before Christ. 
And yet it is a call that could just as 
well be directed to nations and indi- 
viduals today. Note the emphasis on a 
heart experience in the opening verses. 
Fasting, weeping, mourning and _ the 
tearing of garments are not necessarily 
signs of a heartfelt sorrow for sin and 
a determination to improve one’s way 
of life. 

The immediate occasion for this call 
to repentance was a devastating plague 
of locusts. Practically all vegetation had 
been consumed. There was not even 
enough food to offer the daily sacrifices 
to God. Another plague of locusts 
seemed imminent. National repentance 
was imperative, if God were to save the 
land. The people did repent, God for- 
gave them their sin, and they enjoyed 
the bounty of the land once more. Best 
of all, they were able once more to make 
a daily offering to God. 

Is there a lesson here for us as indi- 
viduals? Definitely! As young people we 
have been beset by plagues of resent- 
ment, envy, soul-consuming worldliness, 
listlessness, spiritual laziness and many 
others each of us could catalog. Greater 
plagues are threatening us unless we 
“snap out of it,” come to our senses, 
kneel before God and beseech Him to 
forgive us and provide us with the fruit 
of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, self-control. When we are 
thus blessed, we will naturally and tri- 


umphantly offer ourselves to God daily 
that He may use us in His Kingdom. 
Even now, before it is too late, we must 
tur to our gracious God and Father 
with sincere penitence. It is penitence 
that clears the path to God for us. 


©® THE TOPIC 


Is Lent Worthwhile? That is the ques- 
tion we must try to settle this evening. 
No doubt most of us would answer, “Yes, 
indeed!” to that question—with our lips- 
But what answer do we give with our 
lives? How did our lives answer that 
question at the close of Lent last year, 
and ever since? What kind of an answer 
will we give with our lives during the 
Easter season this year, and for the year 
that follows? There are many who fail 
to profit from the observance of Lent 
because they don’t quite understand the 
nature or purpose of this, the holiest sea- 
son of the Church Year. Judging by the 
church attendance after Easter, there are 
many of our people who seem to experi- 
ence no lasting benefit. Lest we fall into 
that category, let us look into this whole 
matter of Lenten observance and decide 
for ourselves whether Lent can be 
worthwhile. 


How Lent Developed 


Lent began at the very moment of 
the Crucifixion of Our Lord on Calvary. 
Not as we now know it, but as a time 
of deep sorrow for the disciples and 
loved ones Jesus left alone. That 40-hour 
period of mourning was terminated by 
the resurrection of Christ from the tomb. 
So, in our day, Lent comes to a close on 
the glorious Easter morn. Lent, as we 
know it, was not so observed until the 
seventh century, when the forty-hour 
observance had increased to forty days 
before Easter, not including Sundays. 
One of the outstanding Lenten observ- 
ances was fasting. Not only meat, but 
such items as butter and eggs were pro- 
hibited on certain days. There were also 
edicts prohibiting any worldly or social 
activities during this holy season. In 
England and in Catholic countries there 
was quite a widespread observance of 
Lent, until recent years. 

There is one important reason for es- 
tablishing forty days as the duration of 
Lent—the length of time Jesus fasted in 
the wilderness at the beginning of His 
public ministry. There He decided upon 
what basis He would live and die. His 
life principles, and ours, were deter- 
mined during those decisive days. If we 
remember what our Saviour endured for 
us, we surely will want to deny ourselves 
for His sake. Nor will we feel that we 
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deserve credit or earn merit because we 
have denied ourselves. 


The Purpose of Lent 


The primary purpose of Lent is to 
focus our minds and our lives on the 
greatest event of all time, the sacrifice of 
Jesus for us on Calvary’s mount. We 
require more than a day or a week or 
even a month to be strong enough to 
partake of the sufferings of our Saviour, 
or holy enough to partake of the vic- 
tory of His resurrection. Lenten prac- 
tices should be thought of as means to 
attaining the final purpose of this season: 
personal holiness. If I engage upon a 
Lenten discipline, it should be that my 
life may become the higher and better, 
the fuller and richer, the holier and 
simpler. During these important days we 
would have less and less of self, and 
more and more of Christ. The word 
“Lent” is closely related to the word 
“lengthen,” and suggests the lengthen- 
ing of the days in the spring of the 
year. But it also indicates the value of 
lengthening our spiritual life-lines, so 
that we can take hold of those qualities 
and facts which develop Christian char- 
acter. In the spring of the year, as the 
days lengthen, more of the sun’s rays 
shine upon us each day. That too is 
suggestive. Every day we should seek 
and receive more divine light upon our 
hearts and minds, more light upon the 
pathway of sacrifice, more light on the 
Cross of Calvary so that we may see it 
in its full glory and power. 


Lenten Observance 


What are some definite ways in which 
we can get the most out of this season, 
and put the most into itP We can be 
glad that we are the children of the Lu- 
theran Reformation, because we have re- 
tained the practices of the Medieval 
Roman Church that are helpful, and 
rejected those that are harmful or 
meaningless. Most of the churches of 
the Reformed tradition, on the other 
hand, discarded all practices which they 
considered “Romish,” including the ob- 
servance of the Lenten season. Only in 
comparatively recent years have some of 
those churches seen the value and ne- 
cessity of a penitential period of prep- 
aration prior to the festival of our Lord’s 
resurrection. The Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ in America has seen 
this trend, and publishes annually a help- 
ful devotional booklet for Lent: “The 
Fellowship of Prayer.” Various denomi- 
nations have observances patterned to 
some degree after the Lutheran standard. 

The first discipline is fasting. There 
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is a strong Old Testament background 
for this practice. Much that motivated 
fasting could also be the motivating force 
for many Lenten disciplines. There are 
three reasons for fasting, according to the 
Hebrew record. The first was as a prep- 
aration for a religious duty. Moses’ forty 
days and nights on Mount Sinai when 
he was about to receive the Ten Com- 
mandments is an example. The second 
reason for fasting was as an evidence of 
mourning. David called a fast after the 
death of King Saul, for example. The 
third reason was as a means of conciliat- 
ing deity. The lesson from Joel is an 
instance of this on a large scale. There 
is obviously a place for fasting in our 
modern Lutheran observance. It need 
not be confined to certain days of the 
week, such as Wednesday and Friday, 
but throughout the Lenten season. It is 
especially sinful to overeat when mil- 
lions throughout the world are starving. 
The Israelites gave to the hungry the 
provisions saved on fast days. Dare we 
do less? 

How else can we and should we keep 
Lent? A very positive and constructive 
way is the deepening of one’s devotional 
life. There are many small manuals 
available, but these provide only the 
starting point for one who would in- 
crease spiritually. Use them but use also 
your Bible and other devotional books. 
Pray morning, noon and night. Read the 
Psalms and the Gospels. 

Participate in public prayer in your 
own church or chapel, or with other 
Christians in noon-day or mid-week Len- 
ten services. Church attendance during 
these forty week-days and six Sundays 
has meant the starting point of a re- 
consecrated life for thousands who have 
been faithful. And here is another idea 
for Lent. Bring someone with you to the 
services, especially someone who needs 
to be introduced to our Saviour. Many 
churches have a wonderful harvest of 
souls during Lent because young people 
bring their friends and neighbors and 
co-workers and fellow students into a 
saving relationship with God through 
Christ. 

Self-denial is another essential of Len- 
ten discipline. Many have said, “If it’s 
wrong during Lent, it must be wrong 
the year round.” Not necessarily. In 
this season we want to maintain a cer- 
tain holy atmosphere, and there are 
many pastimes and indulgences that cor- 
rupt that atmosphere. Dances, plays, 
parties, movies and other public amuse- 
ments just don’t seem to fit-in to a seri- 
ous observance of this holy time. A 
commercialized Sunday is harming the 


Church more than we realize. A worldly 
Lenten season is likewise damaging. A 
good slogan this season might be, “Give 
up all physical luxuries; take on all spirit- 
ual necessities.” Then we shall find that 
one self-denial bank is not enough for 
all that is saved for the Lord’s work by 
our ascetic living. 

These are all very tangible ways to 
keep Lent. The heart and mind and 
spirit must also be disciplined. There 
must be a_ self-examination daily of 
thoughts and actions and desires. There 
should be a genuine experience of re- 
pentance as we view our Redeemer suf- 
fering and dying for us, so that we might 
have His life and His victory over sin 
and the grave. Whatever your problem 
or temptation—place it at the foot of the 
Cross, and watch its power gradually 
disappear as the Saviour somehow ab- 
sorbs into His being that which was too 
strong for you to cope with. 


Summing It Up 


It would be helpful to have a sort of 
spiritual fluoroscope to gauge our spiritu- 
ality at the beginning and also at the 
close of the Lenten season. Even with- 
out one, however, most of us, if we are 
thoroughly honest, can tell whether we 
have made an advance in our Christian 
faith and consecration. Is Lent Worth- 
while? Jt surely is if it is a means of 
bringing us closer to God and a vital, 
life-changing knowledge of Him. Lent 
is surely worthwhile if it is a means of 
bringing us closer to Jesus Christ, our 
Saviour, and to a closer walk with Him. 
By carrying out the 5-Point Lenten Pro- 
gram you will answer with a holy Chris- 
tian life. Lent is definitely worthwhile! 


QUIETNESS 


"Be still and know that | am God." 

That | who made and gave thee life 

Will lead thy faltering steps aright; 

That | who see each sparrow's fall 

Will hear and heed thy earnest call. 
| am God. 


"Be still and know that | am God." 
When aching burdens crush thy heart. 
Then know | formed thee for thy part. 
And purpose in the plan I hold. 
Thou art the clay that | would mold. 

Trust in God. 


"Be still and know that | am God." 
Who made the atom's tiny span 
And set it moving to my plan, 
That | who guide the stars above 
Will guide and keep thee in my love. 
Be thou still. 
—Doran 


@ QUOTABLE QUOTES 


In a mill where the machinery is all driven 
by water, the working of the whole machinery 
depends on the supply of water. Cut off that 
supply, and the machinery becomes useless, Let 
on the water, and life and activity are given to 
all. Just so in the believer; the whole man is 
carried on by the Spirit of Christ, else he is 
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none of His. The working of every day de- 
~ pends upon the daily supply of the living 
stream from on high. Cut off that supply, and 
the understanding becomes a dark and use- 
less lump of machinery. Restore the Divine 
Spirit, and life and animation are given to all. 
—McCheyne 


© FROM THE BOOK OF BOOKS 


Matthew 6:5-8. PrivaTE Prayer. These words 
from the Sermon on the Mount give us Jesus’ 
ideas on prayer. The Master would have his 
disciples practice a private, personal devotional 
life. From His own experience he knew the 
necessity and the power of frequent and ha- 
bitual conversations with His Father, alone. He 
also warns against repeating the same prayers 
over and over. Every day our prayers should 
vary, according to our needs and desires. We 
would be wise, both privately and publicly, to 
pray in the manner and spirit of our Lord’s 
Prayer, rather than in the very words. 


Psalm 84:1-12. Cuurcw ATTENDANCE. Do we 
have a yearning to worship in God’s House like 
that of the Psalmist in the opening verses of 
this beautiful song of worship? As you read 
this Psalm you perhaps realized that it was a 
“Pilgrim Processional’ used by those traveling 
to the Temple in Jerusalem from some distant 
place. We would do well to have the fervent 
longing to praise God in His sanctuary which 
this Psalm expresses. We would likewise strive 
to appreciate the thrill of receiving God’s bless- 
ing in the service and the sacrament 'this holy 
season, 


Matthew 16:21-27. Denrat or SELF. Who- 
ever says that the Christian Way of Life is a 
good way to avoid suffering deserves the epithet 
that Jesus spoke to Peter. A young person who 
stands up for Christ’s way, no matter what 
the consequences, knows what it means to 
suffer for righteousness’ sake. To be a follower 
of Christ a person must deny himself those 
pleasures and practices and pastimes which 
unfit him for total dedication and total life 
service. To be a follower of Christ a person 
must take up his cross with both hands! It’s 
foolish, it’s sinful, it’s spiritual death to fondle 
the cross with one hand, and to fondle sin 
with the other. 


Joshua 24:19-27. Wurness-BEarinc. During 
Lent many souls are won for the Kingdom. 
This wonderful work is not accomplished by 
persuasion from the outside, as a rule, but 
rather by personal testimony that the Holy 
Spirit uses to produce an inner conviction. 
Like the Hebrews of old, we are witnesses 
against ourselves that we have chosen the Lord, 
to serve Him. But the witness cannot stop with 
us. God depends on His children to bear tes- 
timony concerning the holy life that He makes 
possible. Is each one of us telling “What 
Christ Means to Me” with our lips and with 
our lives? Have others heard “The Greatest 
Story in the World” from our lips? 


Ephesians 4:25-32. Curistran FORGIVENESS, 
Since God has forgiven us our sins through 
Christ, we are obligated to forgive others their 
sins. It is sad when those joined by family 
ties are not on speaking terms. It is tragic 


when those joined by spiritual ties are not in 
love, one with another. As we of the family 
of God come to know His love and mercy in 
Christ crucified for us, let us communicate that 
love and mercy to our fellow members ing 
Christ. And let us do it in definite, tangible 
personal ways. “Blessed are the peace makers, 
for they shall be called the children of God.” 


Psalm 51:1-10. SeLF-Examination. When we 
frankly and honestly examine ourselves we 
cannot help sharing the feeling of the author 
of this Psalm. There is so much bad in the 
best of us, that we must seek and find God’s 
mercy and cleansing. A sense of guilt is the 
beginning of a redemptive process, when it 
brings us to our knees, confessing our sin 
against God, and seeking a cleansed heart and 
the renewal of a right spirit within. Luther has 
pointed out that daily sorrow and repentance 
are required for daily newness of life, 


Philippians 2:5-11. SELF-RENUNCIATION. The 
significant words in this passage are these: 
“took upon Him the form of a servant.” The 
servant, or slave, is one whose will is not his 
own. He belongs to another. The Christian 
surrenders his will to God, so that God’s will 
may be fully expressed through him. This is 
not easy. But it is the only way God can 
carry out His purposes through us. It is, indeed, 
the only way we can be saved. Having taken 
the form of a servant, we make the purpose 
of our lives to serve God and our fellow men. 
Selfish interests and pursuits no longer matter. 


nnn nano amr ouemmm 1G Ne diy see a oe 
(3) THE ROOT OF IT ALL 


Romans 5:12-21 
By Rev. GEORGE W. FORELL, Th.M., St. Peter, Minn. 


© PREPARATION 


Use the panel discussion method to present 
this topic. The following are appropriate sub- 
jects on which the members may speak: The 
Popular Conception of Sin; What the Philoso- 
phers Thought of Sin; Modern Psycho-analysis 
and Sin; The Bible on Sin; Uprooting the Root 
of It All. 


@ FUEL FOR YOUR FORUM 

What is “‘it” in this topic? 

Why is sin at the bottom of all our trouble? 

What is the essence of sin? 

Is sin practical or only theoretical? 

Is it a matter of interest to any other than the 
theologian? Give reasons. 

How does the average Christian get his knowl- 
edge of sin? 

Need the Christian be concerned about it? 

How can we deal with “the root of it all’? 


®@ PROGRAM 

Hymn: “Jesus Calls Us” (PSH 204) 

Psalm 32 (Read responsively ) 

Gloria Patri (Said or sung) 

Lesson: Romans 5:12-21 

Prayer (Free) 

Hymn: “I Need Thee Every Hour” (PSH 236) 

The Panel Discussion 

The Forum 

The Offering 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Jesus, Thou Art My Righteousness” 
(PSH 213) 


©@ THE TOPIC 


It is said that once when the late 
President Coolidge returned from church 
on Sunday morning he was asked by his 
wife about the minister’s sermon. He 
told her that the pastor had preached 
about sin. “And what did he have to 
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say?” his wife questioned. Coolidge’s 
reply was simply: “He was against it.” 


This anecdote summarizes a very 
prevalent attitude toward this little 
three-lettered word “sin.” Everybody 


seems to be against it, but when we try 
to find out what is meant by “sin” we 
always run into trouble. Nobody seems 
to be quite sure what it means. Yet, 
there seems to be a general agreement 
that for all practical purposes sin is what 
the other person does and what we, of 
course, do not do. For a gossip and 
busybody, sin is drunkenness and riot- 
ing; for the drunkard, sin is nagging; for 
the woman who constantly nags her fam- 
ily and friends, sin is dishonesty. Popu- 
larly, sin is “the splinter in your brother’s 
eye.” It is the anti-social deed done 
by one which later becomes socially 
acceptable. 


The Philosophers on Sin 

But there have been also more pro- 
found attempts to understand the mean- 
ing and essence of sin. The Greeks 
agreed that sin is ignorance. Socrates 
thought that people do the wrong thing 
because they are under the erroneous 
impression that it will make them happy. 
If they were only a little wiser and if 
they only knew that doing what is good 
is also the best road to happiness they 


would give up sinning and do what is 
right. As a result the Greeks believed 
that education and more knowledge 
would exterminate the root of all evil 
and gradually eliminate sin. The Greeks 
have had many disciples in this interpre- 
tation of sin as ignorance. The Catholic 
Theologian, Thomas Aquinas, and Ro- 
man Catholic theology to this day, has 
followed this Greek interpretation. They 
believe that the refusal to believe in God 
is the result of ignorance. The existence 
of God can be logically demonstrated, 
and atheism only shows the ignorance 
and inability of a person to grasp a log- 
ical proof. 

But is such a reasonable explanation 
of our motives satisfactory? Does our 
reason direct our actions? Do not our 
will and our emotions, our environment, 
also play an important part in our ac- 
tionsP Do we not get into most of our 
troubles because we know what is right 
and what will make us happy, and yet 
for some strange reason we do what we 
realize is bad for us and will make us 
unhappy? Is it lack of will power or 
lack of intelligence that will make a man 
a drunkard or a gambler? Is not the re- 
fusal to believe in God the result of our 
emotions and our will rather than a de- 
ficiency in our reason? Is it not true of 
all of us that the good things that we 
know are good, we do not do, and the 
evil things that we know to be evil, 
we do? 
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Modern Psycho-analysis and Sin 


But if that is the case, then educa- 
tion is not the cure-all that the Greeks 
and their modern followers thought it 
was. Then a doctor of philosophy is not 
any safer from sin than an illiterate back- 
woodsman. Then we must look for an- 
other definition of sin. And recently there 
has been a great deal of talk about sin 
as the result of your unconscious repres- 
sions. When you were little all kinds of 
things happened to you that you have 
now forgotten, but they shaped your per- 
sonality and gave you the idea that cer- 
tain things are wrong. If you only find 
out the cause’ of these ideas by digging 
into your “subconscious” mind, you will 
soon find that there is no such thing as 
“sin”; and you can do whatever you 
please and what you think will make you 
happy and a well-adjusted person. This 
solution is even simpler than the other, 
here you can get rid of sin without the 
trouble of education. This is the magic 
wand, and if you know the magic word 
“Psychoanalysis,” all your sins have dis- 
appeared. This system has only one 
drawback—it does not work. Even if you 
say a hundred times, “There is no sin,” 
it still sticks with you, you can’t educate 
it away, and it is even more impossible 
to talk it away. 

But there is still another way to under- 
stand and get at sin. There have been 
people who have said that good is what 
is useful for society, evil is what harms 
society. Right is what the majority be- 
lieves is right, and wrong is what the 
majority declares to be wrong. This doc- 
trine of sin as “what harms society” or 
“what harms the nation” or “what harms 
the proletariat” has been called “Prag- 
matism,” “National Socialism,” “Bolshe- 
vism,” but it is basically always the 
same, since it claims that the interest of 
the group defines sin. It has lead to 
slave-labor camps and the extermination 
of millions of people in Europe. If not 
checked, it will eventually bear similar 
fruits in this country. This definition of 
sin is not much help; instead of over- 
coming sin, it drives us only deeper and 
deeper into sin. Perhaps there is still 
another way to understand our prob- 
lem, “What is sin?” 


The Bible on Sin 


In the First Letter of John we read 
(3:4) “Sin is lawlessness.” This means 
that sin is disobedience to the divine will 
and transgression of the divine law. The 
Word of God tells us that this law is 
known to all men. The Jews were con- 
fronted by it in the Ten Commandments 
and the Gentiles have it written into 
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their hearts. There is not a man born 
who does not have a conscience which 
tells him that he has disobeyed the 
divine law in his heart. 

This “sin” finds expression in two 
ways. It is a tendency within us that is 
born right into us. By nature we are 
without the fear of God, without trust 
in God, and with an egotistical desire to 
put ourselves in the center of the uni- 
verse and to use everybody else as a 
means to our end. This basic corrup- 
tion is what the theologians call “original 
sin,’ and it is as old as mankind itself. 
But this condition of man finds constant 
expression in what the theologians call 
“actual sin.” The baby that grabs for a 
long-neglected toy when it sees another 
child play with it is expressing this con- 
dition in action. And the same is true of 
the statesman who claims that all evils 
in the world could be speedily removed 
if only the other nations would follow 
the example of his nation. International 
conflicts, lynching parties, family strife, 
juvenile delinquency, all the problems 
that haunt us are caused by the same 
basic evil, our desire to use other people 
and God himself for our own selfish pur- 
poses, instead of letting Him use us as 
instruments for the accomplishment of 
His will. The root of all evil is the fact 
that man is revolting against God. Sin 
is the expression of this human revolt. 
Man is trying to make himself God. Of 
course, this revolution is going to be put 
down. The story of the tower of Babel 
should be an eternal warning to us that 
man’s attempt to conquer heaven will 
always end in failure. Heaven is one 
party we cannot crash, there we can 
arrive only by invitation. But we can 
easily destroy ourselves while trying to 
be like God. There is only one way out 
of the dilemma, it is the answer to all 
the problems that sin creates and that 
bother us in our day: Repentance and 
faith in Christ. 


Uprooting the Root of It All 


This word really means a change of 
mind, a complete change of goals, let- 
ting ourselves be used as means to the 
ends of God. The Bible calls it “being 
born again” or “following Christ.” It 
cannot be done by man, but Christ is 
willing to do it for all of us. All we 
have to do is let Him do it. 

But this repentance is a very personal 
thing. A man can’t go to his wife or 
girl-friend and say, “You repent!” neither 
can the American Sécretary of State say 
this to the Russian foreign minister. Re- 
pentance starts at home. It is not taught 
by words, but only by example. Some- 


times when we are confronted with the 
power of sin as it finds expression in 
every realm of life we get very dis- 
couraged. In our time we are so frus- 
trated because we cannot get rid of sin 
either in the life of our nation or in the 
common life of the nations of the world. 
If we really want to get rid of the root 
of all evil, we must get hold of it in the 
only place where we can reach, in our 
own individual lives. But when Christ 
comes into our lives, evil suffers a seri- 
ous set-back, and the final victory over 
sin for each of us is brought a long step 
closer. 


©@ LET THE WORD SPEAK 


John 8:3-11. ‘We have all a tendency to be 
more concerned with the punishment of the 
shortcomings of others than with our own sins. 
Instead of studying the splinter in our brother’s 
eye, we should concentrate on the beam in 
our own eye. The improvement of the world 
begins with the improvement of the individual, 
and you are the only individual that you can 
really improve.” 


John 8:34. “Sin enslaves men. The drunkard, 
the gambler, the adulterer, the gossip, the pro- 
fane person, etc. are all slaves to their sins. 
Every indulgence in such specific sins makes it 
harder to attain freedom. You do not get 
sin out of your system by indulging in it ‘just 
for a while.’ The ‘while’ generally becomes 
‘eternity’.”” 

I John 1:8. “The vile, open sins that land 
people in the penitentiary are not the only sins. 
Their very crudeness makes them repulsive to 
‘refined’ people. But beware of ‘refined’ sins. 
Pride is one of the worst and affects every- 
body.” D. L. Moody was once told by a man 
who spurned church: “I live a good life and 
there are too many hypocrites in Church.” His 
reply was: “There is always room for one 
more.” 


Romans 6:23. “The fact of death is the result 
of sin. And death which surrounds us every- 
where should constantly remind us of God’s 
eternal justice. But for those who believe in 
Christ, death has been conquered. However, 
let us not be deceived by funeral eulogies— 
eternal life is promised only to those who 
truly believe in Christ.” 


John 1:29. “In order to understand Christ and 
His cross, we must first become aware of the 
horror of the human predicament. Without 
Christ life is meaningless. It is a senseless 
chain of trivial events. Everything we do is 
corrupted by sin and frustrated by death. 
Only after we have looked at this situation 
courageously will we understand the full mean- 
ing of the words: ‘Behold the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world.’ ” 


Hebrews 12:1. “In our fight against sin we do 
not stand alone. Not only has Christ won the 
victory for us, but in our attempt to follow 
Him we are upheld by ‘the communion of 
saints.” We are joined by all those saved 
sinners—for they are the saints—who have 
proven for thousands of years that fellowship 
with Christ works miracles. They have dem- 
onstrated and we can demonstrate: ‘For sin 
shall not have dominion over you, for ye are 
not under the law but under grace.’ ” 


Galatians 5:1. “No man is free until he is free 
from sin. But not politicians, only Christ can 
give us this freedom. After having been liber- 
ated, we must defend this freedom against all 
those who would like to take it from us. Re- 
member that we are our own worst enemies. 
Christ alone can give us -freedom, and unless 
we ourselves seek the bondage of sin, nobody 
can take it away from us.” 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


(4) WHEN IS REPENTANCE REAL? 
Matthew 3:8-10 
By REV. PAUL W. DIECKMAN, S.T.M., Staten Island, N. Y. 


® METHOD 


Emerson once remarked to a friend: “What 
you are speaks so loudly, I cannot hear what 
you say.” These words suggest the background 
for our study in repentant living. “Repentance” 
is not a new subject to Churchgoers, therefore, 
in order to make this subject realistic, let us 
deal with it in the form of a panel discussion, 
if possible. One member may present the view 
set forth by Christ, with particular reference 
to His messages on sowing and reaping; another 
the view of the modernist, the “it doesn’t 
make any difference type”; and the third, the 
view of the liberalist, the idea of soft-pedalling 
sin and the need for repentance. It should be 
borne in mind by the members of the panel 
that a crooked stick never makes a straight 
shadow. Therefore, to be convincing we must 
thave an earnest desire to present our portion 
honestly and with conviction, backed up by 
Christian character. It will take more than 
smooth words to justify moral conduct, as may 
be witnessed by a study of Jesus’ life and 
teachings, in comparison with that of His ene- 
mies. Approach this subject realistically, make 
it so convincing that your fellow members will 
want to live no other way than Christ’s way. 


@ PROGRAM 


Hymn: “Jesus Like a Shepherd Lead Us” 

Psalm 46 (Read in unison, followed by the 
Gloria Patri) 

Scripture: Matthew 3:8-10 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we who love Thee 
and love Thy work, willingly submit our- 
selves unto Thee, asking only for wisdom 
that we may serve Thee aright. Guide us in 
our lives that we may please Thee in thought, 
word and deed. Give us daily a clear sense 
of our duty, and lead us to a faithful dis- 
charge of the same. Grant us forebearance, 
gentleness, a right judgment and personal 
consecration, that by precept and example 
we may win others for Thy Kingdom. Allow 
the light of Thy truth to shine within us, 
and through us, that we may be living testi- 
monies to Thy Way. Give us an open mind, 
wisdom, and understanding as we think to- 
gether on the Way of Life; through Him 
who is the Way, the Truth and the Life, 
even Jesus Christ Thy Son, our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
Hymn: “Take My Life and Let It Be” 

Presentation of Topic 

Prayer: O Lord God, Who dwellest in the 
heavens and yet delightest to have Thy 
habitation in the hearts of men; Who hast 
built Thy Church upon a hill and laid the 
foundations of it upon the Apostles and 
Prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief 
Cornerstone: Make us to be a_ spiritual 
building fit for the indwelling of Thy Holy 
Spirit; grounding us in faith, building us up 
in hope, and perfecting us in charity, that 
we, joined in the union of the Church mili- 
tant on earth, may finally enter into the 
Church triumphant in heaven; through the 
same Jesus Christ Thy Son our Lord. Amen. 

The Offering 

‘The Luther League Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 
Joyous Living 

Religion is not a book of facts, but a 
way of life. Thus a religious experience 
has far more value than a mere encyclo- 
pedic knowledge about religion. For ex- 
ample, you can pick up a dictionary and 
readily read a definition of “repentance,” 
but never having experienced repent- 
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ance, your knowledge of the subject will 
be limited. The chief concern of each 
Christian should be the development of 
a life that is alive and vibrant, a life full 
of rich experiences. Our daily prayer 
should be somewhat akin to that of the 
Scottish Preacher who prayed, “O Lord, 
keep me alive as long as I live.” Once 
we have learned the truth of the para- 
dox—to lose life is to find it—then we 
are well on the way to joyous living 
through real, genuine Christian experi- 
ences. This lesson is one which the Holy 
Spirit wants to teach each one of us. 
How may I have such Christian ex- 
periences? Many times we have con- 
fessed with our lips, “I believe in the 
Holy Christian Church, the communion 
of saints.” We know well what we mean 
when we speak of the “Church,” but are 
we acquainted with these saints of whom 
we speak? Are we merely referring to 
our forefathers who have departed this 
world and entered into the Kingdom of 
God on high? Does this statement have 
nothing to do with us? Of course it does. 
The Communion of Saints is the commu- 
nity of all those who believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, as Saviour. Perhaps a bet- 
ter definition is: The Communion of 
Saints is the fellowship of those who let 
the light of Christ shine through their 
daily thoughts, words and deeds. Only 
“the saints” have learned joyous living. 


Luther Found It 


A vital part of this Christian living— 
this sainthood—is experiencing repent- 
ance. If there ever was a heart and soul 
that yearned to find the true way to God, 
the one sure escape from sins, it was 
Martin Luther’s. He went through all 
the prescribed methods by which the 
Churches of his day sought to give com- 
fort; he joined the monastic orders, he 
prayed incessantly; he called on all the 
saints in general and his favorites in par- 
ticular; he bowed before all the relics, 
genuine and fraudulent; he made pilgrim- 
ages to so-called holy places, near and 
far; he fasted by day and kept himself 
awake by night. 

By his insistence in seeking the Truth, 
he found it, discovering for himself that 
we are not saved by good works alone, 
nor by the good deeds of our parents, or 
loved ones. Religion is real only when 
we individually experience it. By his 
faith and perseverence for the truth, Lu- 
ther found joyous living. 


How Can We Find It? 


There are many people today who do 
not know where to seek the truth, nor 
do they have Luther's zeal or fervency 
in searching for it. Many consider them- 
selves self-sufficient. The fact is, self- 
sufficient men cannot be Christian at all. 
There is no place in God’s family for the 
smug, the proud, the complacent and the 
arrogant. A creature requiring only food, 
water and shelter is a low type of ani- 
mal. One who enjoys music, books, art, 
ideals and purposes is a different and 
higher type of creature. While one who 
is to be a Child of God must go even 
higher. He must sense his need of what 
God has to give him in Christ; he must 
live God’s way. 

What is living God’s way? It is liv- 
ing according to His precepts—sowing 
good seeds and reaping bountiful har- 
vests—living moral lives. We have had 
opportunity to observe some young peo- 
ple who have been moral in their con- 
duct, others who have been moderately 
bad and still others who have gone to 
ruin completely. We can truthfully say 
that the moral person is the healthiest 
and happiest of all. We all know the 
dangers of diseases, of habits that de- 
stroy our health for life. Moral people— 
Christian people —are careful of what 
they sow, they live virtuous lives. 


Choosing the Better Way 


People often tell of things of which 
they are ashamed, They say they wish 
they could live their lives over again. 
When the past has been uncovered, the 
simple truth is: in a moment of weak- 
ness they have gone wrong. Here are 
three simple rules: first, take no liquor. 
If you are in a difficult position, simply 
ask for a glass of ginger ale or some 
other harmless beverage. Second, choose 
your companions with care. In every 
group of people there are several types— 
one group gravitates toward the tavern 
and all that it stands for; a second group 
gravitates toward the Church and all 
that it represents; a third group repre- 
sents those who are indifferent to both. 
Choose the better group! The third thing 
you can do to preserve your health and 
virtue is to keep occupied—enjoy a 
hobby. As has been said, “Wherefore 
seeing we also are compassed about with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run 
with patience the race that is set be- 
fore us.” Repentance that is real in- 
cludes Confession of sin; sorrow for it; 
turning from it and to Christ; and the 
determination to live for God alone. 
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Sowing and Reaping 

Sowing evil thoughts, words and 
deeds, brings forth a harvest of destruc- 
tion and despair. Let us look at a few 
classic examples from history. Valens, 
caused a shipload of people to be sent 
out to sea to be burned alive. Later on 
he was defeated by the Goths and, tak- 
ing refuge in a small woodland cottage, 
he found himself quickly surrounded by 
his enemies who set fire to the cottage 
and Valens, too, was burned alive. Alex- 
ander the VI was poisoned with the 
same glass of wine that he had pre- 
pared for another. Henry VI, of France, 
was stabbed to death in the same room 
in which he had prepared and plotted a 
massacre. Marie Antoinette rode through 
the streets of Paris, France, to the Notre 
Dame Cathedral on her wedding day, 
only after her orders had been carefully 
carried out, orders which cleared the 
streets of all beggars, cripples and ill- 
clad people. But when Marie Antoinette 
rode through those same streets in the 
executioners cart on her way to death, 
the streets of Paris were lined only by the 
beggars, the cripples and the ill-clad, all 
of whom had no sympathy for her. When 
Foulton was asked how the starving peo- 
ples of his day were to be fed, he re- 
plied, “Let the people eat grass, for all 
that I care.” Later Foulton was caught 
and beheaded. His executioners then took 
his head, placed it on a tipstaff and 
stuffed grass into his mouth. Yes, as 
you sow, so shall you reap. 


Self-Examination 


Let us examine ourselves. How have 
we been sowing? What kind of seeds 


Solution To 
Bible Cross-Word 


Puzzle 


(See Page 8) 


have we been planting? Seeds that will 
result in tares and a ruined life, or seeds 
that will bring forth goodness and a 
happy, moral life? If, up until this time, 
it appears that we have been sowing 
poor seed, let us make an honest con- 
fession of our sins and begin anew. The 
emphasis is laid on the word “honest.” 
Too often our confession of sins is only 
half-hearted. It is so easy to say, “I’m 
sorry” for something done wrong, or a 
thing omitted. But repentance is more 
than simply saying, “I’m sorry.” It also 
means a change of heart and attitude. It 
means omitting that particular evil from 
our future way of life, for “except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” Re- 
pentance is real only when we are filled 
with contrition, or sorrow for the wrong 
done or the thing omitted, and then fol- 
lowed it by an earnest purpose to live 
Christ’s way. We must sow good seeds, 
that we may reap a bountful harvest, 
that Christ may be glorified by us and 
through us. It can be done! Remember 
—T can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.” 


@ WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 


Matthew 25:1-13. It pays to be prepared for 
all eventualities. Prepare yourself today for 
greater things, that your Christian experiences 
may not be bound by the people with whom 
you travel, or by the places you frequent. 


Ephesians 6:10-17. A man who can un- 
ashamedly turn to Christ and ask Him for the 
solutions of life’s problems, who places his 
final trust in Him, depends upon him, has al- 
ready all of the armor necessary for this life’s 
difficulties. 


Ephesians 5:15-21. A feeling of inadequacy 
for life’s real problems often leads to the use 
of stimulants. Stimulants, however, wear off, 


and the problems remain as real as_ before. 
Submit yourself to God instead of to stimu- 
lants, then there will be melody in your heart. 


Matthew 6:24-34. Your earthly father may be 
very solicitious about your needs and cares, 
but that concern for you is limited by the con- 
fines of time and the fraility of mankind. Not 
so your Heavenly Father! He is bound by 
neither time nor space. Throw in your lot with 
God, seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all other joys will be yours. 


5:16-24. Be concerned about the 
It’s the only one 


Galatians 
way you treat your body! 
you’ll ever have. 


I Corinthians 10:6-13. Augustine wrote, “How 
often have I lashed at my will and cried, ‘Leap 
now! Leap now!’ And as I said it, I crouched 
for the leap. Yet I did not leap. The Life to 
which I was accustomed held me more than 
the life for which I really yearned.” How is 
it with you? Whose example are you follow- 
ing? 


Matthew 13:1-23. We need some one to bring 
us into harmony with ourselves, to show us 
our potentialities, our abilities. “Have Thine 
own way Lord, have Thine own way, Thou 
art the potter, I am the clay! Mould me and 
make me after Thy will, while I am waiting, 
yielded and still.”’ 


@ WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Is “I’m sorry” said too lightly by many? 

What affect does this glib use have on 
the popular conception of repentance? 

What does real repentance include? 

How is repentance related to salvation 
for the individual? 

What place does repentance have in the 
life of the Christian? 

What did Luther think of it? 
(See Catechism, Part IV, Question IV) 

What is the meaning of the word trans- 
lated “repentance” in the New Testa- 
ment? 

How does the church tend to keep its 
members penitent in spirit? 


SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 


The Luther League of America is counting definitely upon the 
receipt of a specific sum ($2,000) from its Special Gifts Fund in 
1948. Making the transition to this Fund last year was not easy 
and we did not realize our goal in receipts. We may easily do so 
in 1948 if League leaders, local and synodical, will work at it 


from the start. 


Prospective donors are former Leaguers and individual friends 
of youth in our congregations who are willing to give $5 or more 
to the furtherance of their Church’s youth work through the 


Luther League of America. 


Memorial Gifts, which provide an attractive Memorial Booklet 
to the family of the one memorialized and the inclusion of the 
name of the person in the Luther League’s Golden Book of 
Memories, kept at Headquarters, should be $10 or more by a 


person or an organization. 
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wy U, What You Ap 


Your comments and answers will materally aid the editor of The Luther League 
Review in developing the magazine that will please you more and serve you 
better than in the past. Do not sign the questionnaire. Please tear out and return 
at once to THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW, Suite 405, 1228 Spruce Street, 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


I. About THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


In the REVIEW I like best: 


2 SSIES I ie ete ee 4. Eon en 
——— Book Reviews 
== Life'Service Page: ..2..... 
Missonary Material occ 
—_—Educational Helps for Meetings 
____ Pocket Testament Material 
Young Adult Material and NewS oocccc:sccssccssonsusmnneseuean 
OD ICS STU CS iinet ie, AN 
——Financial Reports .... 
Feature Articles ........ 


Recreational WHelps oo ease tan 
News of Leagues, Pictures, etc. ...... 
____ Short Stories 


In the future I would like to see: 


> 


“League Laughs’ 
“How Others Do It” 
The following material or subjects 


Il. About MYSELF (The REVIEW Reader): 


_ Iam: (Check appropriate classifications): 


College Student _____Housewife 
High School Student Office Employee 
Junior High Student Bee PASO: 

_____ Church School Teacher _____ Public Official 


_____ Public School Teacher 


Youth Leader Non-Lutheran 


I belong to the following age group: 


= ee 26-30 Single 

TGS Ay 31-3622 Married___ 
3-2) ee 87-40 = 

92) ee Over 412s 


Other people also read my copy of The REVIEW. 


Listed in the order of my preference I read regularly 
the following magazines: 
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More 
More 
More 
More 
More 


Movie Review. 


Retail Store Employee 
at el ceaod a Cia rR RNG SAIN Oe ae _____ Wholesale House Employee 


Give us: 


More 
More 
More 
More 
More 
.... More 
More 
More 


Sainic aaa Less 
Sane Less 
Same= Less 
Same Less 
Same [essaeeey 
Same Less 
Same Less 
Same Less 
More___ Same Less 
Same Less 
Same Less 
Same Less 
Same Less 
Samoa Less 


Exchange ideas with other League 


or Youth Publications 


Farmer 

____ Business Owner 
Executive 
Factory Worker 
Member of L. L. 


Former Member 


I live: 


On a farm 
Community under 500____ 
500-2500___ 
2500-10,000___ 
10,000-25,000____ 
25,000-100,000____ 

Over 100,000____ 


Further remarks or suggestions: 


Not member of ULCA 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
TOPICS 


For Your Intermediates, 
Seniors and Young People 


THEY ARE 


Youth Suggested Themes 
Church-Centered Studies 

Prepared by Youth-Minded Folk 

Used by Thousands of Luther Leaguers 
Truly Lutheran in Content 


LUTHER LEAGUE PUBLICATIONS 
CARRY LUTHER LEAGUE 
TOPICS MATERIALS 


With Intermediates use 
INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY HELPS 


With Seniors use 
SENIOR TOPICS QUARTERLY 


Subscription rates: 75 cents per year; 25 cents per quarter 


Club rates: When 10 or more copies of either quarterly 
are mailed to one address the following rates apply: 


Number of Copies Per Year Per Quarter 
10 copies Ch IPAS) $2.25 
15 copies 10.50 3.00 
20 copies 13.25 3.75 
25 copies 16.00 4.50 
50 copies 30.00 8.00 


With Young People use 
THE LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Single Subscriptions $1.50 each 
Clubs of five or more to one address, $1.25 each 


LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


SUITE 405, MUHLENBERG BUILDING 
1228 SPRUCE STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PA. 
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The Swap Shop 


(Continued from Page 20) 

We liked the idea that Prexy Monroe of Lenoir Rhyne 
announced to the Luther League of North Carolina in 
convention assembled on the campus, too. The money 
with which they purchased their banquet tickets is being 
used to help a Chinese girl through Lenoir Rhyne College. 

Which ought to be enough to take back to your 
Leaguers for the moment. But do come again! 


CONCERNING 
FINANCIAL REPORTS 


A new plan for giving financial reports has been inau- 
gurated, beginning with the new calendar year. They 
will no longer be given every month, as formerly. You 
may expect to see them in The Luther League Review 
quarterly. The March issue of the magazine will carry a 
complete report for 1947. Monthly reports will be sent 
direct to each state and synodical president by the Head- 
quarters office. The same arrangement will apply to publi- 
cation of the names of donors to the Special Gifts Fund. 
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HARTWICK COLLEGE 


Oneonta, New York 


The Lutheran Co-Educational College of the Catskills 
Founded 1928. Merged with Hartwick Seminary (1797) in June, 1947 


The College overlooks four converging valleys and the towering 
foothills of the Catskills, affording a view of majestic grandeur. 


Programs offered: Four-year curricula leading to the Bachelor 
of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees, comprising liberal arts, 
teacher training (secondary), business administration, nursing, pre- 
theological and parish work. 

Pre-professional curricula in law, medicine, dentistry, medical 
technicianship and secretarial work. 

|2-week Summer Session begins June 12, 1948. First semester 1948- 
1949 begins September 20, 1948. For literature, address: 


President Henry J. Arnold, Ph.D., LL.D. 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


“KR Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


One Hundred Years Ago 


Wittenberg College was founded to furnish a liberal education 
in a Christian atmosphere. 


It continues to provide for Lutheran youth a superior preparation 
for a useful and efficient life. 


Wittenberg College offers a full liberal arts curriculum, includ- 
ing pre-professional and teacher training programs. 


Catalog and View-Book upon request 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 
Established 1924 
A University College 
In Affiliation with the University of Western Ontario 
Co-Educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree 
Four-Year Honor Courses in Classics, English, French, German, 
History. Also Business Administration (first 2 years) 
Three-Year General Courses 
Choice may be made from a wide range of subjects in the Humani- 
ties and Social Sciences. The offerings in Biological and Physical 
Science are being increased. Unusual opportunities exist for Fine 
Art and Music. 
Basic Training for Professions 
Business and Industry, Law, Library Work, 
Social Service, Teaching, and Theology. 
Men's and Women's Residences on the Campus. 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living 
For information apply to: H. T. Lehmann, B.A. Th.D., President. 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world-famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 


HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America's Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 


Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 
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Founded 1842 


For Catalogue write 


Co-Educational 
SALEM, VIRGINIA 


Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 

A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 
Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 


New admissions in February, June, and September. 
CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., LL.D., President 


THIEL COLLEGE 


GREENVILLE, PA. 


A Christian College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 


Co-educational Fully Accredited 


For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 


An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


STOLL LLL LLL ert aww 


WAGNER COLLEGE 


A.B. and B.S. Degrees 


And preparation for 


Ministry, Teaching, Law, Medicine, Dentistry, Engineering 
Business Administration, Chemistry, Social Service, Parish Work 
Complete Nursing Course leading to R.N. and B.S. 

Walter Consuelo Langsam, Ph.D. 
President 


Miss Marguerite Hess, M.A. 
Director of Admissions 


STATEN ISLAND 1, NEW YORK CITY 
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MIDLAND COLLEGE 


NEBRASKA 


FREMONT 
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Luther League NAPKINS 


to be used for entertaining, suppers, weddings, picnics, fellowship hours and 
receptions. Luther League Emblem in one corner of folded napkin as described 
and priced below. 


Number 1 WHITE EMBOSSED DESIGN NAPKIN, size 13%” x 
13%”, straight edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem 
printed in plain blue ink. 


Number 2 LUNCHEON NAPKIN, size 13” x 13” with scalloped 
edges, folded in quarter size, Emblem hot-stamped in 
brilliant gold on any of the following colors of plain 
crepe material: white, pink, yellow, light blue or light 
green (can be ordered all of one color or in assorted 
colors). 


Number 3 TEA NAPKIN, size 9” x 9” with scalloped edges, same 
colors and gold stamping as described in Number 2 
Luncheon Napkins. 


Prices are postpaid. Remittance in full 
should accompany the order. 


SPECIAL MONOGRAMS hot-stamped in gold on special order can 


be supplied. Prices quoted on receipt of information as to copy 


and style desired. Can be used for gift purposes, special anniver- 


saries, etc. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


SPECIALIZING IN LUTHER LEAGUE SUPPLIES 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 
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